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1. Nane of Property
historic nane: Meranec State Park Beach Area Historic District

other name/site nunber: n/a

2. Location
street &ntinber: MD H ghway 185 and Meramec River

not forpublication: n/a
city/town: Sullivan vicinity: X

state: MD county: Franklin code: 0717 zi pcode: 63080

3. Classification
Omnership of Property: public-State
Category of Property: district

Nunber of Resources within Property:

Contributing Noncontributing
4 1 buildings
0 0O sites
3 2 structures
1 objects
8 4  Total

Nunmber of contributing resources previously listed i nthe National
Register: O

Nane of related multiple property listing:Emergency Conservation Wrk (E C W) Architecture
in Mssouri State Parks, 1933-1942, Themati ¢ Resources



4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As thedesignated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as
anended, | hereby certify that this X nom nation request for determnation of
eligibility neets the docunmentation standards for registering properties i nthe National
Register of Historic Places and neets t he procedural and professional requirements set
forth i n36 GFR Part 60. | nrayopinion, the property X meets does not neet t he

National Register Criteria.
See continuation sheet®

Signature of certifying official G /Tracy Mehan, |11, Director

Departnment of Natural Resources and Srate Historic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In ny opinion, the property nmeet s does not neet theNaticnal Register criteria.
See continuation sheet.

Signature of conmenting or other official Dat e

State or Federal agency and bureau

5, National Park Service Certification

|, hereby certify that this property is:

entered i nthe National Register

See continuation sheet. ~1 7 ]
determned eligible for the
National Register
See continuation sheet.
detennined not eligible for the
National Register
renoved from the National Register
other (explain):
Signature of Keeper Dat e
of Action
6. Function or Use
Historic: RECREATION AND QULTURE Sub:  Qutdoor Recreation

Current : RECREATION AND QULTURE Sub: Qutdoor Recreation



7. Description

Architectural Classification:

O'HER  Rustic

Ot her Description:

Materials: foundation stone roof shingle
wal |'s stone other nla
wood
Describe present and historic physical appearance. X See continuation sheet.

8 Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significanceof this property
properties: State

Applicable National Register Criteria: AC
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) : nla
Areas of Significance: Architecture
Conservation
Entertainment/Recreation
Politics/ Gover nment
Social Historv
Period(s) of Significance: 1934-1938

Significant Dates: nla

Significant Person(s): nla

Cul tural Affiliation; nla

Architect/Builder: National Park Service

inrelation to other

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and

periods of significance noted above.
X See continuation sheet.
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The Meranec State Park Beach Area HistoricDistrict i sa DepressionEra
recreational facility developed by theCivilian Conservation Corps (CCC) i n
Meranec State Park. Wthin thedistrict boundaries, there are four
contributing buildings, three contributing structures, one contributing
object, and a total of four non-contributing buildings, structures, and
objects. The facility was designed by National Park Service (NPS) |andscape
architects. Design and construction conformed tothetenets of rustic park
architecture articulatedby theNPS i ntheyears before World Var 11. The
picnic shelter, stone restroons, and water fountain followed standardized
plans forsuch structures. The punp house and stone steps arepeculiar to
this beach facility, although they clearly reflect theprinciplesof rustic
park architecture. Buildings and structures i nthedistrict enbody t he
qualities of simplicity, durability, and compatibility with the natural
environment that distinguishthis style of construction. The buildings and
their setting exhibit a high degree of integrity and convey a sense of
history, while continuing tofunction as a recreational enclave within a
popul ar state park.

Hi ghway and bridge construction projects on M ssouri Highway 185 posed a
significant threat to these buildings and structures i n1984, at thetim of
the preparation of thethematic nomnation of "Emergency Conservation Wrk
(ECW) Architecture i nM ssouri State Parks, 1933-1942, Thematic Resources."
Because of the immnent danger of removal of thepicnic shelter and other
structures, this district was not included i nthat nom nation. Upon
completion of thenew bridge and straightening of thehighway, it became
clear, however, that renmoval of thebuildings would be neither necessary nor
desirable and that thedistrict had survived intact.

The Meranec State Park Beach Area HistoricDistrict occupies a rugged tract of
partially-forested bottom land that rises fromthewestern bank of t he Meramnec
River tothebase of a steep wooded hill. A small clear stream neanders
through thedistrict, crosses the ol dbeach, which has been partially
reforested, and flows into theriver. To thewest of thestream on the flat
top of a lowridge, aretwo stone restroons and t he concrete foundation of an
old bathhouse.™ Rustic stone steps lead tothespot once occupied bythe

bat hhouse. Another flight of stone steps leads totherestroomnorth of the
bat hhouse foundation. At t he base of thehill, below thetwo restrooms, i s a
smal | stone drinking fountain that has been modified and reinforced with
poured concrete.

AMissouri State Park Board, "Meranec State Park Developnent Plan"
(Novenber 1938).
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To the east of these structures, on the opposite side of the streamis a |ow,
sprawl ing, L-shaped stone picnic shelter. O a small hill, southwest of the
shelter, is a rectangular two-story tower-like building that formerly served
as a punphouse. A pair of stone abutnents are allthat remain of an original
footbridge that has been replaced with a nodern wooden superstructure. This
footbridge provided access fromthe picnic shelter to the old beach.

The only substantial non-contributing structure inthis district is a nodern
wooden pit latrine located northwest of the picnic shelter near the park road.
Anot her non-contributing structure is the low concrete bridge across the
stream A new drinking fountain has been installed near the shelter, and a
new gravel parking |ot has been created just west of the shelter.

Wth the exception of the pit latrine, allthe buildings inthe district are
constructed of stone and wood in the sturdy, rustic style that characterized
the work of the OC under NPS supervision, in state and national parks.
Ancillary structures, such as the stone steps and bridge abutments, also
reflect the labor-intensive, craftsmanlike qualities of rustic park
architecture. In scale, color, and form the buildings and structures
hairmonize quietly with their rugged natural setting In the Ozark hills. The
nmost significant nmodern devel opments inpacting this district have been the
straightening of H ghway 185 just north of the district botmdary and the
construction of a new bridge over the Meramec River to the northeast of the
picnic shelter.

Buil dings and structures that contribute to the historical character of the
district are, as follows:

M4 (Building //28) Shelter House (ca. 1934): This one-story L-shaped open
shelter building of stone and wood construction, with flagstone floor, central
stone fireplace, and recently-replaced cedar shingle roof, measures 84 on
its longest (north) side. The sprawling building resembles substantial stone
shelter buildings at Cuivre River State Park, Dr. Edmund A Babler Menori al
State Park, and Lake of the Ozarks State Park, which have been listed on the
National Register. Contributing building.

M5 (Building #29) Punp House (ca. 1938): This small (8 x 10') rectangular,
two-story building, with itsfirst story of stone construction and its second
story of wood construction, topped by a gable roof, rises on a small,
mound-1ike hill above the narrow stream that wanders to the river. Its

prom nent placement and quaint tower-like formadd character to the district.
Contributing building.
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M6 (Building //31) Restroom (ca. 1934): This sturdy rectangular (14" x 15%)
building i s distinguished by walls constructed of irregular courses of dressed
stone, a gabled entrance portico of the same stone construction, and a
front-facing gable roof. The building i ssimlar tostone restrooms at Dr.
Ednund A Babler Menorial State Park that have previously been listed onthe
National Register. State park crews have recently installed a new
cedar-shingle roof. Contributing building.

Me7 (Building #32) Restroom (ca. 1934): Like M6, this restroomi s
rectangular (16 x 18') and features irregularly coursed dressed stone on
exterior walls and a distinctive gabled entrance portico. Contributing
building.

Me8 Stone Steps (ca. 1934): Rustic steps constructed of dressed stone scale
the steep grade fromthe beach area tothefornmer entrance of the ol dbath
house. Contributing structure.

MO Stone Steps (ca. 1934): Another flight of rustic stone stairs leads from
the rugged banks of the small meandering streamtotherestroomnorth of the
ol d bathhouse foundation on theridge top, Contributing structure.

Me10 Bridge Abutments (ca. 1934): Sturdy rock abutnents survive beneath a new
wooden superstructure on thefootbridge leading fromthebeach area to the
picnic shelter area. Contributing structure.

Mel | Water Fotintain (ca. 1934): This type of plain sturdy rock-walled
fountain i sa trademark of QOOC park devel opment. Contributing object.

The following buildings and sttnictures do not contribute tothe historical
character of the district:

Woden pit latrine near thenorthern boundary, erected ca. 1980 and schedul ed
for removal. Noncontributing building.

Woden footbridge, constructed ca. 1980. Noncontributing structure.
Concrete bridge over stream constmcted ca. 1989. Noncontributing structure.

Drinking fountain, west of picnic shelter; constructed ca. 1985.
Noncontributing object.
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SUMARY:  Meranec State Park Beach Area HistoricDistrict is significant under
Criteria A and C as a Depression-Era recreational devel opment that retains
substantial integrity and contains eight properties that exemplify the type of
rustic park architecture pronoted by the National Park Service (NPS prior to
World Wr 1. Prom 1934 to 1938 enrolles in the Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC constructed the beach and picnic conplex under NPS supervision as part
of a massive park devel opment program The Meranec State Park Beach Area
Historic District meets the requirements for registrationestablished in
"Emergency Conservation Work (EQY Architecture in M ssouri State Parks,
1933-1942, Thematic Resources." The district is significant in the areas of
architecture, conservation, entertainment/recreation, politics/goverrunent, and
social history.

ELABCRATION (e of the oldest facilities inthe Mssouri state park system
Meranec State Park was established in 1926. Because of its locationin the
spectacular Meranec Valley, the park attracted large nunbers of visitors.
However, the M ssouri Gane and Fish Conmi ssion did not develop the park to a
significant extent before the Great Depression. The establishment of the O
in the early 1930s rmade it possible to realize the park's recreational

potential. The CCC-built Meramec State Park Lookout House/ Observation Tower,
Punp House, and Shelter House were previously listed in the National Register
(1985).

e of the great attractions of the park is itsaccess to the scenic Meramec
River. The old beach area provided a bathhouse and restrooms for sw nmers and
a large picnic shelter for famlies and groups. VWhile this area is no |longer
used as a swinmmng beach, picnickers and other park visitors find it an
attractive and enjoyable leisure-time retreat.

Architecture

The buildings and structures in the district enmbody the characteristics of
simplicity, ruggedness, and harmony with the natural |andscape that are

hal Imarks of the rustic style of park architecture docunented in Laura
Souliere Harrison's Architecture in the Parks National Historic Landmark Thene
Study.”™ Landscape architect Phoebe Cutler also discusses the style, which she
calls "governnment rustic," in her nmonograph entitled Public Landscape of the

ALaura Souliere Harrison, Architecture in the Parks National Landnark
Thene Study (Washington, OC National Park Service, 1986).
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New Deal.™ The picnic shelter, restrooms, and ancillary structures in this
district are unusually good exanples of this building style, which flourished
during the Great Depression because of the availability of a large pool of

| abor, supervised by local craftsmen, and guided by firm architectural
principles. The nost inportant and conprehensive statement of these
principles remains Albert H Good's Park and Recreation Stiiictures, published
in 1935 revised in 1938, and reissued recently inreprint form*"~

Conservation

Meranec State Park benefitted fromthe |abor of several OGXC conpanies. In
addition to park construction, the GQC enrolles participated in forestry and
flood control projects. In the beach area itself, QX enrolles engaged in

erosion and flood control activities. A 1934 flood damaged the bathhouse,
whi ch had already been erected as part of the park devel opment project.?

Enter taitunent/Recreation

e of the primary alnms of the New Deal conservation prograns, including

Emer gency Conservation Work (EQN in state parks, was to providerecreational
opportunities for those people who could not afford to travel to distant
locations and stay at commercial hotels and resorts.” The beach devel opnent
at Meramec State Park provided opportunities for sw nmng, picnicking, and
enj oyment of the outdoors at no charge to people of St. Louis and surrounding
comunities, This development was part of a pre-War novenent toward
democratization of recreation, inspired by the ideals of the Progressive Era
and energized by the spirit of the New Deal.

Politics/ Government

Initiation and completion of this beach devel opnent project depended upon a

pat h-breaking partnership between the state and federal governments in
"-Phoebe Cutler, Public Landscape of the New Deal (New Haven: Yal e

University Press, 1985).

-MAlbert H Good, Park and Recreation Structures (Washington, OC &Q
1938).

""F.A Deckmeyer, Monthly Report for SP-3, April 1934

ACutler, pp. 70-75.
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funding, planning, supervision, and mobilization of the necessary nanpower.
Missouri's state parks and conservationagencies cooperated with the NS in
pl anning and designing the project. The United States Army assisted in
recruiting, housing, and supervising the young enrolles inthe OXCA*"

Social History

Opportunities for enployment under the GXC program brought hundreds of
thouscuids of young nen from a variety of urban and rural backgrotnds and nany
different ethnic groups together to live and work in army-style canps in
renote |ocations throughout the United States. Sone of these nen |earned
skills that would serve themlater inlife. Sonme attended classes and earned
high school diplomas. Many of these nmen and boys had been undernourished and
in poor health at the time of enrollment. Monthly reports of their
supervisors contained glow ng accounts of weight gained and nmorale boosted by
good food and outdoor activity.

Half a century later, many OOC veterans would remenber their experience as a
positive force intheir lives. Orin Pardue, who spent some time at Meramec
State Park, during his nine-year tenure as a GXC supervisor, reflected upon
canp life inan interview in 1989. Wen asked i fthis was a positive
experience, he replied:
Very definitely. To ny way of thinking that was one of the greatest
things that ever happened to the youth of our cotintry.”
Rermenbering back to the early years of the Great Depression, he said:
| used to hear those kids talk anong themselves. I'm talking about in
the early days of the GOC  You know when Pretty Boy Floyd got killed at
Union Station, those kids thought i twas a terrible injustice. You know,

then John Dillinger and all those guys, these nen were heroes to these
kids. The kids were right on the brink of becom ng good citizens or
crimnals. The OX kept a | ot of those boys from becoming crimnals. It

was a lifesaver for them a turning point intheir lives.®

6Mi chael T. Chase, "The Civilian Conservation Corps in Mssouri: An
Experiment in Civil-Mlitary Cooperation" (University of M ssouri-Kansas
City: M\ Thesis, 1977),

AOrin Pardue, intervieww th Bonnie Stepenoff (St. Louis, M) January 10,
1989) .

%bi d.



9. Major Bibliographical References
X See continuation sheet-
Previous docunmentation on file (NPS): nl/a

_ prelimnary determnation of individual listing (36 CR 67) has been requested.

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determned eligible by the National Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

X State historic preservation office

_ Oher state agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local governmnent

_ University

_ Other -- Specify Repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: less than one acre

UM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

A 15 666770 4230260 B
C D

See continuation sheet.
Verbal Boundary Description: See continuation sheet.

The boundary of the nominated property is shown as the broken line on the acconpanying nap
entitled "Meramec State Park Beach Area Historic District."

Boundary Justification: X  See continuation sheet.

11. Form Prepared By

Name/ Title: Bonnie Stepenoff
Organi zati on: Hl ssour| Department of Natural Resources Dat e; June 24, 1991
Street h Nunb6r:P.Q Box 176 Tel ephone; 314/ 751- 4953

City or Town:Jefferson City State: MO ZIP: 65102
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Boundary Justification:

The boundary includes the shelter, punp house, restroons, steps, bridge
abuliments, and water fountain that represent the most significant, unaltered
concentration of CCC-related resources inthis portion of the park. Adjacent
portions of the park have been excluded because of loss of Integrity due to
construction and devel opnent associated with a maintenance facility.
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Hs. Carol Shull

National Register Branch
Interagency Resources Division
National Park Service

1100 L Street, Room 6209
Washington, D C 20240

Dear M. Shull:

Enclosed please find the following subm ssion from M ssouri for nom nation to
the National Register of Historic Places.

MERAMEC STATE PARK BEACH AREA H STCRI G DI STRI CT
M H ghway 185 and Meranec River
Sull'ivan, M ssouri

This nom nation was approved by our state review board, the M ssouri Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation, on August 9, 1991 and has been signed by our
State Historic Preservation Officer, G Tracy Mehan I11. Al | owners and
appropriate elected public officials were notified and provided at least thirty
(30) days to comment on the above proposed nom nations in accordance with
Section 60.6 (c) 36¢crR60, interimregulations, using the exact notification
format recomrended by the National Register. No objections, notarized or
otherwi se, were received for the above referenced nom nation.

If you have any questions concerning this submssion, please contact Steve
Mitchell of ny staff at 314/751-5368.

Sincerely,

H STORI C PRESERVATI ON PROGRAM

Claire F. Blackwell
Director and Deputy State Historic
Preservation Of ficer

CFB: neb

Encl osure: as stated

cc: The Honorable Tom Fenner
M. G Tracy Mehan I ||
M. Wayne E. Gross

Ms. Bonnie Stepenoff ® Printed on recycled paper.



