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Smmary. The Rok Fauntain Court is located a 2400 W. Cdlege Sred, in Soringfidd, Greane County
Missouri. It opened ca. 1945, and remained in busnessasatourist court well into thelast half of
the 20* century; it presently operates asaweekly rental property. Theproperty containsa highly
intact collection of resour ces, including 9 tourist cabins alargefr amegar age, and a combination
manager's resdence/office. Of the 12 resour ces on the property, 11 are contributing. The cabins
and office are arranged in a semi-cirde, facing north totfieroad, and the garage islocated in a back
(southwest) comer of thelot. The cabinsare offramecongruction, with sone veneer on themost
visble devations. Each cabin hasadightiy different type of masonry veneer, rangingfr omall dark
sandgtone, to white limestone accented with red brick. In most cases the masonry islimited to the
facade andfr ontporch, although the cabin cdosest to theroad also has sone on the Sde and back
wallsaswell. Each cabin hasagableroof with alargefr ontcross-gable, and arecessedfr ontporch;
a few also have brick chimneys. Thecabinsareall highly intact, and all are contributing buildings.
Mos havether original doors and windows, and none of the masoiuy has seen any changes of
note. The manager'sresdence has seen alterations and expansons over the years, and most
exterior finisheson it appear to date to the 1970s or 80s it isa non-contributing building. The

gar age hasadhesos shingles on mogt of itswalls, with sone veneer on the end which faces the
street Itisroughly the same age asthe cabins, and isa contributing building. Thereisalso alow
sone and brick boimdary fence near the dreet which matches the masoiuy work of the cabins; it
alsoisearly, and acontributing resource. TheRock Fountain Court has seen very few changesover
the years and istoday the mogt intact tourist court on historic Route 66 in SpringOdd.

Elaboration: TheRock Fountain Court islocated on abusy sfreet in west cenfral Springfidd. Itis
approximatdy 3/4 of amile due west of the Springfield Public Square. Itisin an areawhichis
largdy resdential in nature, with modest houses set on small lots. Therearealsoafew other small
tourigt courtsin the area, mogt of which maintain the resdential scale of the neighborhood. The
court property, which covers one fourth of acity block, measu-es roughly 200 feet by 200 feet. Itis
bounded by anarrow public alley along the back (south), by Forest Avenue on the ead, and on the
west by private property. Thenorth, or front,edge of the property runsalong College Avenue,
which also became U. S 661n 1926. The propertiesfacing College Avenuein that part of town
contain a mixture of small scale commerdal and resdential buildings, most of which dateto the
first half of the twentieth century.

The cabins and manager's resdence are arranged in a semi-circdlearound a hedgetrimmed
grasscourtyard. A paved road and anarrow sidewalk run between the cabins and the courtyard.
Theleve courtyard isaccented by mature shrubsand a centralflagpol e.(Thecentral rock fountain
for which the property was named haslong-ance disappeared.)

The cabins are nimibered, garting with theimit dosest to the road, in the northwest comer
of the property and moving around thecircde. (SseFigureOne, Ste Plan.) That same numbering
sysgem isshown on a 1959 Sanbom map of the property, and it isassumed to be original. (See
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Figure Two, Sanbom Map.) Although the cabins share generd characteristics of form and finish,
eachisdightiy different than itsneighbors. Common characteriticsinclude such things as genera
shgpe and gze; things which vary includefloorplan and masonry details.

All of the cabinshaverectangular footprints and fairly stegp gable or clipped gable roofs
with front cross gables, someof the front gables are dso clipped. Each unit isapproximately 30 feet
wide and 25 feet degp. The back wallsare all sheathed with asbestosshingleswhich are early or
original. It gppearsthat all of the tmitsoriginally had back doorsand one or two rear windows,
most of those have been covered over, leaving only one or two rear windows intact per unit.

UrJess noted below, all have early or original wood windows, six-over-six on the facade and one-
over-oneesawhere. Thefront windowsall have solid wood shutters, and most of the woodwork in
the complex ispainted sky blue.

All of the cabins aso have recessed porches, with two badic configurations. Some porches
are dightiy degper than others, and havethe enfrance door inthe wall which faces the sfreet, while
othersare more shalow, with the doorway in the sdewall of the porch. Thosewith asde entrance
have asmadl sitting room, while those with afront entrance have a separate kitchen areawith a
smdler sittingroom. All of the cabins have bathroomswith showers. Severd dso have exterior
fireplaces, with brick mantelsinside. Although eachimit has at least somemasonry veneer, the
composition of the masonry work showsa good ded of variety, as seen by the individual
descriptions below.

Cabin 1; ca 1945, contributing building: Thisimit isthe most visible from the road, a condition
which isreflected by the fact that it has masonry veneer on the end wall facing the street, and on the
back wall. The building faces eest to the circledrive, with itsnorth sidewall closeto the street. It
has asdegableroof with aclipped gableon the front. The front and side openingsfor the porch
are arched, and the front door faces the drive. The porch ison the right as you face the building.
Thewall of thisimit which faces the road has a second large six-over-sx window. That end wall
aso has abrick chimney, whichisbuilt of dark gold and degp brown bricks. The stonework
features large irregular dabs of brown and buff sandstone, st into adark mortar.

Cabin Z; ca 1945, contributing building: Thisunit issouth of Cabin 1, and it too faces eest to the
circledrive. It has a gable roof with amatching front crossgable. The masonry veneer covers only
the facade and the recessed walls of the porch. The porch is on the right as you face the building.
The front opening for the porch is arched, and the front door islocated on the sdewall of the
porch. Thereisasmall diamond shaped window on the front wall beneath the porch. The masonry
iscomposed of smdler irregular dabsof paegray limestone with red brick comer accents The
comer post for the porch ismostiy brick, with small squarelimestone accent pieces.
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Cabin 3; ca 1945, contributing building: Thisunitissouth of Cabin 2, and it too facesgenerdly
eed. It has agableroof with amatching front cross gable. The masonry veneer coversonly the
facade and the recessed walls of the porch. The porch ison the left as you face the building. The
front opening for the porch isarched, and the entranceislocated on the front wall of the porch.
Thereisasmall diamond shaped window on the front wall beneath the porch. Thereisadark gold
brick chimney on the north end of the building; it has dark red accent bricks along itslower comers.
The masonry veneer conddsof irregular dabs of smooth brown sandstone which are relatively
uniformin color and tone. The comer post for the porch is stone, and the front window sill is of red

brick.

Cabin 4; ca 1945, contributing building: Thisunitisnear the back of the semicircle of cabins,
facing eest-northeest. It has a gableroof with aclipped front cross gable. The masonry veneer
covers only the facade and the recessed walls of the porch. The porch ison the left as you facethe
building. Thefront opening for the porch isarched, and the entranceislocated on the front wall of
the porch. Thereisasmall diamond shaped window on the front wall next to the door. Thereisa
dark gold brick chimney onthe north end of the building; it has dark red accent bricksaong its
lower comers. The masonry veneer consastsof irregular dabs of sandstone which haveawide
range of colors and texture. Severd of the stones havea rippled surface. The comer post for the
porch isstone, and the front window sill is of red brick.

Cabin 5; ca 1945, contributing building: Thisunit isnear the back of the semicircle, facing north. It
has a gable roof with amatching front cross gable. The masonry veneer coversonly the facade and
the recessed walls of the porch. The porch ison the left as you face the building. The front opening
for the porch isarched, and the entranceislocated on the front wall of the porch. Thereisasmall
diamond shaped window on the wall next to the door. The masonry iscomposed of small irregular
pieces of pae gray limestone accented with red brick comer pieces. The comer post for the porch is
mostiy brick, with small irregularly shaped limestone accent pieces.

Cabin 6; ca 1945, contributing building: Thisunit isat the back of the semicircle of cabins, facing
north. It has aclipped gableroof with afront cross gable. The masonry veneer coversonly the
facade and the recessad walls of the porch. The porch ison the left as you face the building, and the
front door isin the sdewall beneath the porch. Unlikeall of the other cabin porchesin the court,
the front opening for thisporch isonly very dlightiy arched, and itistopped with evenly shaped
keystones. Thereisasmall diamond shaped window on the front wall next to the door, and ared
brick chimney on the eest Sdewall. The stone used on thisbuilding is someof the darkest in the
complex. It condsgtsof irregular dabs of dark brown sandstone, with roughly squared comer stones
and wide beaded joints. It isasothe only cabin with a stone dUI on the front window; the others
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are all made of brick.

Cabin 7; ca 1945, contributing building: Thisunitisnear the back of the semicircle of cabins,
facing west-northwest.  The cabin has agableroof and afront cross gable. The masonry veneer
coversthe facade and the recessed walls of the porch, and runsalong the very base of the east wall.
The porch ison the left as you face the building. The front opening for the porch isarched, and the
entranceislocated on the front wall of the porch. Thereisasmall diamond shaped window on the
sdewall benegth the porch. Thelarge front window in this cabin ismodem; the new sashisthe
same Sze as the original and has a six-over-six configuration. The masonry veneer condsts of
rough dabs of sandstoneand what gppears to be limestone, all about the same medium brown
color. The comer post for the porch isstone, and the front window sill isof red brick.

Cabin 8; ca 1945, contributing building: Thisunitison the eest side of the semicircle of cabins,
facing mostiy west. It has aclipped gableroof with aregular front crossgable. The masonry
veneer coversthe facade and the recessed walls of the porch. The porch ison the right as you face
the building. The front opening for the porch isarched, and the entranceislocated on the front

wall beneath the porch. The masonry iscomposed of smaller irregular dabsof palegray limestone
with red and gold brick comer accents. The comer post for the porch ismostiy brick, with small
limestone accent pieces. The comer accents and the porch are both composed of altemating double
rows of red and gold bricks. The front window sill containsaltemating rows of red and gold bricks.

Cabin 9; ca 1945, contributing building: Thisunit ison the east Side of the circle of cabins, next to
the owner'sresdenceand office. It has a gableroof with aclipped front crossgable. The masonry
veneer covers only the facade and the recessed walls of tiie porch. The porch ison the right as you
face the building. The front opening for the porch isarched, and the entranceislocated on the side
wall of the porch. The masonry veneer condstsof large irregular dabs of sandstonewhich havea
wide range of colors and tones. Severd of the sones havearippled surface. The comer post for
the porch isconstmcted of altemating bandsof red brick and roughly squared blocks of buff
colored stone; the brick bands are much narrower than those of sone. The arch above the front
porch islined with arow of red header brickslike those used on the post, and the front window sill

is of the same red brick.

Officefresidence; ca 1945-1970s, non-contributing building: The office/residence is located
opposite Cabin 1, doseto the stregt, on the eest Side of the semi-circle. Itisatwo story tall building
which has two single-story wings, one facing the cabinsand one facing the road. The two-story
section probably contains the original one-gtory office, judging from an early Sanbom map of tiie
property. The exterior of the building today features mostiy modem materials. The front section,
which containsthe office, has ssonewallsand storefront type windows. The wallson the back two-
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thirds of the building are covered with wideweatherboards, and all of the wallsare painted tan,
with trim of the same blue color used on the cabins.

Garage;, ca 1945, contributing building. Thelarge multi-car garageislocated at the southwest
corner of the property. It isshown on a 1956 Sanborn map of the property and appearsto have
been built at the sameti mess the cabins. It isalong, one-story frame structure, set with its gable
end facing the street. Doorsfor the parking goaces are located on the eest wall. The back wall of
the garage faces the aley which mns along the back edgeof the property. The gable end wall
facing the road has a stone veneer which gppearsto be composed of stones | eft over from the cabin
facades. Theveneer on that wall iscomprised of dightly smaller sones, along with some randomly
placed bricks. The other walls of the building are sheaethed with the same type of adbestos diingles

found on the back walls of the cabins.

Boundary Fence ca 1945, contiibuting structure. Thislow structure islocated aong the westem
edge of the property, between Cabin 1 and the stieet. 1t iscomposed of two square brick posts st
on either 9de of alow

stonewall. Thepodsae

about 18 inches square

and roughly 2-1/2 feet

tall. They are constmcted

of dark gold brick with

red brick accents, and

topped with poured

concrete cgps. Like the

veneer of the garage, the

wall between them

appearsto be made of

leftover stone, the bottom

courses are of brown

sandstone and the top

layers are of light gray

limestone. &

Figiu-eTwo. 1959
Sanborn Map of the
block.
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Summary: TheRock Fountain Court, at 2400 College Stret, in Springfidd, Missoiui, issgnificant
under Criterion A, in the areaof Commerce, and imder Criterion C, intheareaof Architecture. Itis
a highly intact cottage court which appearstoday very much asit did when it opened for business
in the mid-1940s. Of the 12 resour ces on the property, 11 are contributing. The coiut was built ca.
195 by local devdoper "Mac' MacCandless, and the sonework was done by Ed Waddell, also of
Springfidd. The cottages wer e built to take advantage of the trave trade of U. S. Route 66, which
was edablished in 1926. Thisisardatively late, and notably intact, example of aroadsde cottage
cotut on Route66in Missoiui. Although cottage courtswer e once the most common type of
roadgde lodging to befound along the nation's highways, ther popularity wasfading by thetime
the Rodk Fountain opened, and many of those early courts have snce been demolished or altered
beyond recognition. A recent survey of all of the surviving resour ces on Route 66 in the gate found
that the Rock Fountain Court isone of the mogt intact examples of a native sone cottage court
anywhere on that roadway in Missouri, and dearly the mod intact such facility in Springfidd.* The
Rock Fountain Court isalso sgnificant as a good representative example of vemacular sone
congruction of the period. The cottages are all faced with split native sone, amaterial favored by
Ozark craftsamen in the middle decades of the twentieth century. Although rock cabinswereonce
quite common along the roadsde, intact examplestoday arerare. The Rock Fountain Court
operated initsoriginal function for decades, and the cabins till serve asresdential rentals today.
Theperiod of dgnificance for the property thusrunsfrom the time of congruction of ca. 1945, to
1952, thearbitrary fifty year cut-off date

Elaboration: Springfidd isthe seat of Greene County and tlielargest city in Southwest Missouri; it
has srved asatrade center of the Ozarkssnce it was esablished in the 1830s The town was laid
out around a public square, from which major roadsradiate outwar d along the pointsaf the
compass. Theroad leading eas from the square was platted asS. L ouis Stredt, asit was part of a
o oss-date roadway which led to that city. Theroad on thewest sde of the square, which
continued thewestward path of the S. L ouisto Springfield road, took the name of College Stredt.
That road was probably named after Carlton College, avery early private college which was
located a couple of blockswest of the quare™

' See Becky L. Shider, PhD and Debbie Sheals, Raute 66 in Missouri: Survey Repart, (Columbia, MO: State Higtoric
Preservation Office, 2002) Thisnomination waswritten in assodiation with that survey projett, and general
context on Route 66 and assodiated property types used here have bean excerpted from the survey report.

A Shanna Boyleand JulieMarch, eds.. Crossroads at the Spring. (Virginia Beach, VA: Doiming Co. Publishers, 1997)
p. 48.
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The public -quare served asthe commerdal and geographical center for the community until
after the Civil War, when railroad service wasintroduced. That event was to have a divisve effect
for many years however, astherailroad came through the areaafull mile north of the public
square, oawning a second commerdal center along those tracks Thetown of North Springfield
grew up around the new railroad center, and a sometimes bitter rivalry exised between the two
townsfor the next seventeen years. Finally, in 1837, Springfield and North Springfidd merged.

Therailroad continued its prominent rolein the area's economy until the early decades of
the twentieth century, when the advent of the automobile gaveriseto new devdopments. Asone

local higory noted:

During thefirst two decades after the tum of the century....the railroad continued in a
dominant role providing both access to outsde markets and employment for
hundreds o citizens on the trains and in the machine shops The completion of
Highway 66 in 1926 gave Springfield a paved highway connection dretching from
Chicagoto Los Angeles and opened the way for tourigm,*

With that touriam came ample opportunities for travd-rdated busness, and tourig courtsand
other travder services soon lined the path the new highway took through the city.

Route 66 came into the city from the east, and passed through the public squarevia S. Louis
and Callege Sreets before heading on west to Joplin. A bypass provided an alternate route to the
north in 1935, although the earlier route continued in use into the 19680s™ Whilemany of those early
courts wer e built on the east Sde of tovm to catch travders as soon asthey entered, the area west of
the sgquare also saw reated devdopment. College Street still contains several Route 66 related
resour ces, induding five tourist courtswhich were built between ca. 1928 and ca. 1945. That group
indudes the Rodk Fountain Court, which was built at 2400 College Street (Iessthan amilefrom the
square) ca. 1945, TheRock Fountain isthe newest, and one of the mod intact, of that group.

Route 66 had smilar effects upon communities throughout the date. It was part of the
intergate highway sysem, which developed largdy in regponseto the explosvegrowth in
automobile use and owner ship which occurred in the first decades of the 20* century. Intheearly
18905, thefirg automobiles began to appear in dties acr oss the United States and within twenty
year s, there were more than one million carson the nation's roads. Thisexponential growth,
combined with poor road conditions, fueled a nationwide movement to improve the country'sroad

' Boyleand March, p. 26.
* |bid, p. 30.

AN SKip Curtis, Birthplace of Route 66 Springfidd. MO. (Springfidd, MO: Curtis Enterprises, 2001) p. 67.
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sysem. From that movement came two key pieces of federal legidation: the Federal Road Act of
1916, and the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1921. Thosetwo acts created the infrastructure and
funding for the Federal Highway Sysem. On November 26,1926, U. S Highway 66 was officially
commissoned by the United States Secretary of Agricultureaspart of the Federal-Aid Highway
Sygem. Route 66, asit ismore commonly known, was the only intersate highway commissoned
by that act to cut diagonally acrossthe country, connecting two of the nation's most important
cities, Chicago and Los Angdes.

Thepath Route 66 followed across Missouri isan andent one which has been known by
many names over theyears. It was esablished centuries ago by Native Americantribesas a
hunting and trading route, known asthe Osage Trail. AsMissouri saw Anglo-European settlement
and road congruction in the early nineteenth century, thisroute became known asthe S. L ouisto
Soringfidd Road. Later, during the Civil War, when tdegraph poles wereingalled along theroad,
it became known as the Old WireRoad. In 1921, the Centennial Road L aw was passed by the
Missouri Legidature, to areate a sysem of date highways, after which the route from S. Louisto
Joplin was desgnated State Highway 14.

Jud afew yearslater. Highway 14 became part of the Federal Highway Sysem and was
renamed U.S. Highway 66. Although Route 66 was commissoned in 1926, it was actually several
years before travdershad access to afully paved roadway. The highway in Missouri was not
completdy paved until 1931, and the paving of the entireroute from Chicago to L os Angdes was
not completed until 1938.

Springfidd has many important connections to the creation and development of Route 66. 1t
was therethat the now-famous " doublegxes’ were chosen to identify the route, and it was also
there that the national Route 66 Association wasformed shortly after the Routewas opened. The
original desgnation for the Chicagoto L os Angees route was Highway 60, a number which was
also desred rather passonatdy by the Governor of Kentucky, who wanted it for the highway
which connected hisgate to the eas coast. After sometimes heated wrangling, which lasted several
months, influential supporters of the diagonal route met in Springfield and sent atdegram to the
bureau of Public Roadsto let them know they would acogpt 66 indead of 60. Asaresult, many
condder Springfidd to bethe " birthplace of Route 66"~

Soringfidd was also the home of John T. Woodr uff, avery influential area busnessman who
was an early supporter of Route 66 and the Good Roads movement in general. Heiscredited with
playing an important rolein getting 66 routed through Springfidd. Woodr uff was also the
founding presdent of the Route 66 Association, which was esablished at a meeting in Springfield
in late 1926 or early 1927. That organization immediately went to work on, in hiswords " an
aggr essve campaign to speed up condruction, popularize the highway, and promote travd activity

' Curtis, Birthplacedf Route 66: Springfidd, MO. pp. 16-19.
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of many kinds
Asthe shortes route from the Midwes to California, Route 66 soon became one of the

country’'smod traveled highways. The number o carsregisered nationwide continued to increase
at aremarkablerate from just over 1.2 million in 1913 to more than 19 million in 1925 Therewere
compar ablejumps in Missouri, where vehidle regigrations rosefrom just over 16000 in 1911, to
more than 750000 in 1931, the year paving of Route 66 was completed in Missouri." That growth in
automobile owner ship, paired with the availability of good roads, ushered in an era o individual
mobility which had never before beaen possble

Route 66 was also used extensvey during World War || asamilitary road acrossthe
country for men, munitions and equipment. That function, ironically, led to itsdemise. Military
userevealed aneed for beter roadsfor defense purposes and led to the passage of the Federal Aid
Highway Act of 1944. That act created the National Inter sate Highway System, which would
eventually replace 66in Missouri with Intergate44. Funding limitations asaresult of thewar,
however, prevented the intergate sysem from being congructedrightaway. Route 66 was given a
reprievefor afew years, and the highway was used morethan ever by touridsin the post-war
years. It wasduring that post-war boom in tourism that the Rock Fountain Court opened in
Springfied.

More than a decade after the new Inter date system was authorized, it was funded. Funding
for the National Intergate Highway System was appr opriated by Congresswith the Federal Aid
Highway Act of 1956, and condruction on the new intergate began almost immediatdy in
Missouri. Section by section. Route 66 was replaced with Inter sate 44, and towns wer e bypassed.
The last ssgment of Route 66in use in Missouri was bypassed in 1980.

Although Route 66 was in exigence for ardativey short time, it had an immense effect upon
the date and the nation. Asthefirst national highway linking Chicago and L os Angdes, it
expanded trave options in away the railroadshad only touched upon. Millionsdf traveers
experienced Missouri via Route 66, and the highway became an intergate conduit for busness and
income. Asthe State of Missouri Book reported in 1932 " Theimprovementsof gate highways has
resulted in avery largeincrease in the number of tourids passng through the gate. Edimates
based on traffic counts made several year sago indicate that 5,000,000 visitor s come to this date

A John T. Woodr uff, Reminiscences of an Ozarkian and Early Tourism Devdopments, 1941 (Reprint, Springfidd:
Southwest Misouri State University, 1994) p. 112

" FredericL. Paxson, " The Highway Movement, 19161935 The American Higtorical Review, 51, no. 2 (1946) p.
238

" Wilson Bdl, Secretary of Sate, Official Manual of the State of Missouri (Jefferson City: Mid-State Printing Co.,
1946) p. &27.
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during the touring sseson." /"

Proximity to the popular new highway provided local busnesses with aready-made
clientele, and in many towns, the highway became an essentid eement of the local economy. This
was especidly important during the Great Depression, atimewhich actually saw an overall
increase in volume for some roadside busnesses. The cottage court industry, for example,
increased more than 40% during the 1930s." Route 66 connected dozens of small towns in Missouri
with the rest of the nation, and the ever-expanding American loveaffair with the automobile
ensured that the connection was hereto stay.

A significant percentage of the highway inspired busnesses of that time, were tourist courts
like the Rock Fountain Court. Lodging facilities are, in fact, the most numerous of the surviving
resources identified during the recent state survey of the roadway. They account for just under 36%
of the entire survey group. Of those, the majority are tourist courts, which are dso caled cabin or
cottage courts. Tourist courts are the most common type of historic travel related resource left on
Route 66 today. They account for two thirds of all lodging businesses, and just under one fourth of
all 66 related resourcesidentified during that survey.

FigureThree Early
Pogcard of the Rock

Fountain Court. Fom The
Missouri US 66 Tour Book,
(Leke &. Louis Curtis

Entarprises, 1999 p. 201

H. R Wahdey, ed.. The State of Missouri, (Kansss City: Lewis Printing Co., 1932) p. 206.

" John Margalies Home Away From Home Matds in America. (Bodon: Bulfinch Press 1995) pp. 32-36.
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Moaod of those courts were locally owned and operated. Roadsde lodging in the first half of
the twentieth century was predominantiy a* mom-and-pop” industry. Morethan 8% o aJ motds
in the country were indegpendent operations in 1948. That percentage dropped sgnificantly about
the time Route 66 was being phased out in Missouri, asnational and regional franchise operations
began to dominate the lodging indugry Thehigoric courts on the route today are, therefore,
important reminders of the era of independent owner ship in the roadsde lodging busness

They are als0 representative examples of what wer e then very recent devdopmentsin the
lodgingindudgry. Although the modem hotd had been around for almost a century by the timethe
automobile was devedoped, it was nat until the 1920s and 1930s that full service roadsde lodging
facilities became common. Prior to the early 1800s commerdal lodgingin Americaand Europe
consged mogly of innswhich offered rooms and sometimes communal mesals, all of which were of
varying quality. It was not until around 1800 that the concegpt of combining over night lodging with
full housskegping and dining services began to develop. Theidea caught on quickly. One history
of the industry noted that " it took 12,000 yearsfor innkegpers to progress to the point of having 30
rooms under one roof. And in the next 100 year sthisjumped to 3,000 rooms." "

It has bean noted in several hisorical accounts that the modem hotd industry isa North
American invention. Thefull service Tremont Hotd, which opened in Bogton in 1839, has been
widedy recognized to bethefirst hotd ever opened.” TheTremont pioneered a number of features
assodated with modem hotds. 1t was, for example, the first to offer washing facilities, including
what was at that time arare commodity, soap, in every room. The Tremont was ingantly a hit, and
soon imitated throughout America and Europe. Hotds became a sandard feature in communities
acr oss the country, and wer e often regarded as dbjects of civic pride, with communities competing
to have the biggest and bes hotd of the day.

Thelocations of commerdal lodging facilities have always beentiedto transportation routes
Thefirs known innsor taverns operated along traderoutesthousands of yearsago, and later, were
located near dage linesin both America and Europe. Thegoread of railroad service had a profound
effect upon the growth of the hatd busness in America, espedialy in frontier Stuations. Asone
higory put it, as"the railr cads soread westwar d acr oss the continent, new cities grew at junction
points. With new dities came new chambers of commerce that realized the need for a grand hotd to

" John A Jakle. e al.. TheMatd in America, (Batimore The Johns Hopkins Univer sty Press, 1996) pp. 79 and 150.
" Henry End, Interiors Book of Hotds & Mator Hatds (New York: Whitney Library of Design, 1963) p. 3.

" Arthur White, Palaces of the People A Social Higory of Commercial Hospitality, (New York: Taplinger
Publishing Company, 1968) p. 129.
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demondrate enterprise and faith in the future" M
Those downtovm hotes, which varied from upscale esablishments to basc accommodations

for travding salesmen, did not quite mest the neads of the new breed of automobile traveer,
however. Early automobiletourigs, egpecialy in the daysof open carsand dirt roads, were not
comfortable v*th the thought of traipsing through a downtown hotd lobby to securelodging after a
day ontheroad. Location wasalso an issue, the commerdal center of town was usually
inconvenient to the highway traveler, asit often required atrip through traffic and unfamiliar
neghborhoods

Ancther issue was the digance between communities lar ge enough to have a downtovm
hotd. Travding by car meant that one could sop for the night anywher e along the route that
suited, but the problem wasthat there was often no whereto say when they did sop. Asa reault,
many early traveers smply camped. Asone higory of the motd put it " They brought camping
gear, found an attractive oot along the roadsde at day'send, pitched atent, lit afire, and then
dept in thar own makeshift camp!* *

By thetime work began on Route 66, campgrounds for motorigts, often called tourist camps,
had become common featur es along many o the nation's roadways. Those campswereat first
publicly ovmed and operated, and in mog casssfree, but asthe need to chargefor the services
became appar ent, the private sector took over thebusness. Tourist camp operators saw an
opportunity in the making, and quickly expanded ther offerings to include cabins aswell as
campgtes™

The concgpt of individual dweling unitswhich came complete with tiny kitchensand many
of the comforts of home was enthusagically greeted by thetraveing public. By the mid-1920s the
cottage court wasthe lodging of choice for the automobiletraveler in America. It has been
edimated that the number of cottage courtsin the nation doubled between 1920 and 1926, and by
1935, therewere 9848 tourig courts in the country. Growth in theindustry continued throughout
the Depresson; the national total had risen ancther 36 by 1939, to 13521

Route 66 in Missouri was no exception, aimog all of the 1920s and 30s era lodging facilities
found on the old route today are cottage courts, and lodging directories from the 1930s indlude
numerous ligingsfor " cottages" TheMissouri ligingsin adirectory put out in 1935, for example

" End, p. 5.

" Uebs p. 170.

John A Jakle. & al., TheMatd in America, (Baltimore The Johns Hopkins Univer sty Press, 1996) pp. 33-36.

" John Margdies, Home Away From Home Matdsin America. (Boston: Bulfinch Press, 1995) pp. 32-36.
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shows that except in mgor cities, cottages greatiy outnumbered hotds especially in towns served
by Route 86" Hotds were completdy absent from the listings for most of the smaller communities
many of which had two or three cottage courts Early directories also show that the cost of cottage
rental was usually about the same or dightly less than that of a hotd room, about $1.50 per night.
Snce mog of those cabinswer e built before the age of corporate sandar dization, they reflect
vemacular building practices of ther time. Asone hisorian of the buildings on Route 66 v\nde

recently:

Roadsde ar chitecture, particularly motor<ourt architecture, represent's the country's
lagt blagt of vemacular folk architecture based on regional and ethnic precedents....The
builders choiceswereregional. Proprigtorsin lllinoisand Missouri tumed to the
white dapboard cabin st in atreed shaded courtyard. Inthe Ozarkswest of Ralla,
Missouri, and continuing to Shamrock, Texas, buildersused local sasndgones that
reflected the colors of theland..*

The observation about the use of gone south and west of Rolla more s0 than in the eastem
counties of the date issupported by survey data; only 11 of the 72 survey properties which have
donewallsare eas o the Rolla area.

Theuse o native gone for buildings in the Ozarks has been documented by other scholarsas
well, perhaps mogt notably viaatwo phase survey of native rock buildings in south central
Missouri™M A passage from the Phase Two report of that survey showsthat the sonework of the
Rock Fountain Court isrepresentative of " Ozark Rock™ masonry:

Thegaden age of Ozark Rock masonry architecture occurred in the 1930s and 1940s
During this period local builderslearned and perfected the techniques of facing frame
buildings v* th sandsone dabs arranged in interegsting patterns To oreate thedabs,

o aftamen split sandgone along its natural fissures. Sonemasons often created

" Conoco Traved Bureau, Conoco Trave Bureau Hotd and Cottage Camp Directory, (Conoco: USA, 1935) pp. 42-
49,

2 Quinta Soatt, Along Route 66, (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2000) p. 12.
LmdaF. Becke and Cydney E. Millstein, Ozark Native Rodk Masonry Survey: Survey Report. (Jefferson City: Sate

Higoric Presarvation Office, 1992), and Bonnie Stepenoff, Ozark Rok Masonry Architecture Survey Plitase Two Survey
Repart. Oefferson City, MO: Sate Higtoric Presarvation Office, 1993)
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polychromatic and textured surfaces by usng avariety of dabbed rocks”
That report also noted the common use of Soneon tourism reated buildings

Tourism isessential to the economic life of the Ozarks, and soit isnot surprisng that
rock masonry ar chitecture also appearsin touris cabinsand motes...Entrepreneurs
built many touris smctures along magjor highways during the 1930s and 1940s"

Thesame survey report edtablishes alikely sour ce for the sandsoneused on the Rock
Fountain Court buildings. Theregport includes atranscript of an interview with Floyd Lansdovm, a
third generation gone mason who's father opened the first commerdal stone quarry in Douglas
County, in the mid 1940s  Excer ptsfrom the interview show that much of the Sone used in
Springfidd during that period, possbly including that used at the Rock Fountain Court, came from
hisfamily'squarry. Herecalled that the quarry shipped a lot of gone to Springfidd in the 1940s
and that the busness was sill 4rong when he garted workingin 1951

Springfidd was our main source wherewesold it 1t was going good then. Motds.
Trail'send Matd in Springfidd, | think it's till there. Then along the old highway,
what used to be Route 66, theres till a lot scattered in that part of the country,*

TheTrail'sEnd Matar Court, which survivesin Springfield today, with some alterations,
was built ca. 1948 by the same devdoper and sone mason who created the Rock Fountain Court.
It ssamslikely, therefore that the gone for the Rock Fountain came from the Landsdown quarry as
well.

TheRock Fountain was built by devdoper Mac M acCandless, who apparently worked quite
a bit with gone mason Ed Waddédl. They have been credited with several private homesin
Springfidd and L ebanon, Missouri, along weth at least three tourigt courtsin Springfield, including
the Rock Fountain All three of those Springfidd courts have, or had, cabins amilar tothose at the
Rock Fountain in plan and syle dof native gone veneer. Thosewer e the Rock Fountain (ca. 1945),
TheTrail'sEnd, (ca. 1948) which islocated at 1720 East K earney, and the Rock Village, (ca. 1947) at

N Sepenoff, p. 12
N Sependff, p. 15.
~ Bonnie Stependff, pp. 48 and 53.

N Soatt, pp. 9091
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2355 Glengtone, which has been extensively remodeled and now serves as aSolar Inn.A

A comparison of the cabins of the Trail's End and the Rock Fountain to an historic photo of
the Rock Village show astriking similarity in theforms of the cabins. Each have, or had, tiie same
distinctive front cross gables and recessed porches. They all dso had similar stonework. The Rock
Fountain, which is the earliest of the three, differed fiom the other two in the variety of
stoneworking techniques used on the individual units. Thecabins of the other two propertiesall
haveuniform stone finishes, with little to no variation from unit to unit.

The quality of the stonework on tourist related buildingsin Springfield, especidly those
done by Waddell, was praised by historian Quinta Scott, in Along Route 66. She recentiy wrotethat

In Springfield the use of Ozark sandstone reeched acrescendo. One after another,

motelsand cafes were built using the flat dabs laid up in the giraffelike pattern. West

of Springfield clear to Shamrock, Texas roadside entrepreneurs used Sone veneers on

their garages, cafes and motels, but never with the skill and degance found in the

Springfield model.»

Figure Four. Early Postcard of the Rock Village Court. From Birthplace of Route 66 Saringfidd, MO,
(Springfield, MO:

Curtis Enterprises,

2000) p. 93.

Rock Uillage Court

SPRNGHELD MISSOURI
fAan Intersection Hi-Ways U. S. 66, 65 and 166
"pitcCUUA On U. S. 66,Follow By-Pass

A Curtis, Birthplace of Route 66, p. 93, and 159.

N Soott, p. 0.
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Condgdering the inherent durability of one congmction, even if only used asa venes; it is
aurprising that o few early sone cottage courts on Route 66 remain intact and in good condition-
Thereare less than sx higoric cottage courts of any type on Route 66 today which scored well on
both integrity and physical condition ratings in the recent Route 66 survey, and only three of those
have gonewalls” Ironically, one of the others Mack's Court, isacrossthe dreet from the Rock
Fountain Court. Mack's Court isactually faced with pre-cas Sone (possbly supplied by
Landsdown aswell). Thethird example isfound in Cuba, Missouri, at what isnow called the
Wagon Whed Maotd. That property features small multi-unit buildings which utilize Tudor
Revival gtyling, and a moreformal style of sonework than the " Ozark Rock” found in the
outhwes part of the gate The Rock Fountain Court is, therefore, one of the mod intact Ozark
Rock cottage courts left on Route 66 in Missouri today.

Onereason for the scarcity of intact historic courts can be traced to changes which took place
in the roadsde lodging industry after WWI1. Asdemand continued and the industry matured,
operators began combining units into larger buildings for the sake of efficiency. Thiswas done
dther aspart of aremodding project, or, in the case of later buildings, asan original desgn
dement. It wasduringthis period that the cabins of many early courts were linked together under
sngle roofs, often with new units built into the former gpaces between them. Theterm " matd”
became popular for those esablishments which had larger, multi-unit buildings. By mid-century,
the"matd" had become firmly esablished asthe modem form for roadsde lodging.

It should also be noted that in some cases, the owners left thar cabinsintact and amply
changed the name to include the words " mator court” or "matd,” allowing them to cash in on the
modem terminology without spending extra money to add units. Many of the Route 66 motds
identified during the survey, for example, began life as cottage courts and later evolved into motds,
in name and usually form aswell.

Although auto tourism saw a sharp drop off during WWII, the post-war yearsmorethan
made up for logt time. Those operators who had managed to hold on through the dow war years
wer e rewar ded with the largest dlient base yet. One source esimates that by 1956, there were
approximatedy 60,000 motds and tourigt courtsin the country.® Owner ship profiles within the
indugtry had nat seen many changes to that point; the majority of those operations were still mom-
and-pop busnesss, locally owned and operated.

TheRodk Fountain Court was no excegption to that rule it was operated by peoplewho lived
on the property for much of itsearly hisory. City Directory lisings show that it was home to Carl|
A. and PaulineB. Logan in 1946, and to Rex G. Wilsonfr omaround 1948 into the mid 1950s Rex

N Survey properties were rated on four point scales for integrity and condition; only 12 wererated as" little
changed" andin " exadlent” or "good” condition.

P Liebs p. 183.
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Wilson wasliving therewith L owell Wilson in 1948, and by 1955 was sharing the manager's
resdience with hiswife, Mary M. Wilson. The family-friendly connection continued into the 1960s
Sherman Nutt bought the property in 1961 and renamed it the Mdinda Court, in honor of his
daughter. It isstill known asthe Mdinda Court Apartments and isthe current homed Ms Oleta
Gunther, who owns the property and manages the rental busness.

The pattem of individual ownership on courts and motds began to changein the late 1950s
and early 19605 aslarge corporations took noticedf the ever-growing market. Large corporations
moved in to the business, and began building new, larger buildings, with more rooms per
operation. Thelong low prdfiles of the mator courts and early motes gave way to larger, often
multi-gtory buildings, many of which utilized sandardized designs. By the 1960s and 19705
roaddgde lodging had largely lost itslocal touch. Mom and Pop had retired, and many of the
modest vemacular buildings which defined the early mator courts had fallenfr omuse or been
replaced.

For many o the owners of the courts and motds of Route 66, that change had come about
earlier, however. Decommissoning of the old route, combined with the congmction of Interdate
44, meant that amog overnight, drive-by traffic dropped to atrickle. They were not alone
countiess roadsde busnessss acr ossthe country suffered smilarly. As Chester Liebs put it

Probably the greates threat to theindustry...wasthe specter of being bypassed.
Motd owners about to be commerdally marooned by road realignments, or even
wor s, new limited access super highways, had reatively few options...For some,
espedidly in isolated areas, the only choice was abandonment. Asareault, to thisday
ghog maotor courts, with ther eerie gatherings of tumbledown cabins, are ill a
reatively common vison through thewindshield. »

Route 66 in Missouri hasitsshare of " ghost motor courts', aswell asmany former courts
and motels which have found new life serving different functions. The Rock Fountain Court's
urban location no doubt played arolein its continued existence, and current good condition. It did
see adlight change of function, from overnight toweekly and monthly rentals, but overall is very
close towhat itwas in the 1940s. That is something that cannot be said of many tourist courtson
Route 66 in Missouri today. TheRock Fountain Court isimportant asone of very few intact and
operational cottage courts left on Route 66 in Missouri today. Asone of the most intact natural
stone cottage courts known to exist on Route 66 in Missouri, itisalso important asa representative
example of Ozark Rock constmction which sfrongly evokes itsperiod of significance, h

' Liebs p. 184.
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A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map fbr historic districts and properties having large acreage or nuUmerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
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(Check with the SHPO or FOPforany additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO)
name Oleta Gunther

Page 4
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Verbal Boundary Description
All of lots 167,168, and 169, of the Forest Hill Addition to Springfield, as filed with the Green

County Assessor's Officefor the property a 2400 West College Strest.

Boundary Judtification
The current boundaries encompass all of the land associated with the Rock Fountain Court,

current and historicaly.
Photographs

The followinginformation isthe samefor al photographs:
Rock Foimtain Court
2400 Wes College Street, Springfield
Greene County, MO
Debbie Sheds
Jduly, 2002

Misouri Cultural Resoiu-ce Il nventory, MO Department of Natural Resour ces, Jefferson City.

List of Photographs
S Site plan for description of cameraangle.

1. Cabins 35, looking south.

2. Street view, looking southwest.

3. Street view, looking southeast. Stonefaced garageisto the right. (Framegarageleft of ssone
garagein thisphoto isnot part of thisproperty.)

4. Cabins8and 9, and office, looking northeast.

5. Cabins 7-9, looking east-northeest.

6. Cabins 4-7, looking south.

7. Front of office with cabins 1-3, looking southwest.
8. Cabins 14, looking south.

9. Backs of cabins 1-3, looking south.

10. Cabin #6, interior view from bedroom.
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Photo Key.
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United States Dept. of the Interior
National Register of Historic Places
1201 T street NW. 6* Roor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull;

Please find enclosed the following submission from Missouri for nomination to the National Register of
Historic Places:

Rock Fountain Court Historic District
Greene County, Missouri

Our state review board, the Missouri Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, approved the above
nomination on February 14,2003. All owners and appropriate elected public officials were notified and
provided at leastttiirty(30) days to comment on the above proposed nomination in accordance with
Section 36CFR60.6, interim regulations, using the exact notification forniat recommended by the National
Ftogister. No objections, notarized or othenvise, were received for the above referenced nomination.

The City of Springfield, as part of its responsibilities as a Certified Local Govemment, was provided an
opportunity to review the proposed nomination prior to its presentation to the state review board. A letter
from Springfield Landmarks Board supporting the nomination is enclosed.

If you have any questkxis concerning this submission, please contact Tiffany Patterson of my staff at
573/751-7800 or at the State Historic Preservation Office, P.O. Box 176, Jefferson City, Missouri, 65102.

Sincerely,

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

LaVeme Brondel

Interim Director and Deputy
State Historic Preservation Officer
LB:tp

Enckjsures: as stated Integrity and excellence in all we do
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January 9, 2003

Ms. ClaireBlackwell

Sae Historic Preservation Officer

Sae of Missouri, Department of Natura Resources
Division of Sae Parks

P.O. Box 176

Jefferson City, MO 65102-0176

Dear Ms. Blackwell:

The Landmarks Board is pleesad to aiuiouncethat it reviewed and recommended approvd of the
following proposed National Register nomination a its January 8, 2003 mesting:

Nominated Property: Rock Fountain Court Historic District
Property Owner: Oleta Gunther

Applicant: Dddoie Sheds

Location of Propertj': 2400 West College Sret

District Affected: New digrict

Proposed Action: Nationa Regider higtoric didtrict listing

The Landmarks Board fed sthat the Rock Fountain Court district isalocally significant district
and will be an gppropriate addition to the National Register of Historic Places. Landmarks Board
review of the referenced amendment isin accordancewith "ltem #5" of the "Loca Government
Certification Agreement between the City of Springfield, Missouri and the Missouri Historic
Preservation Officer (Missouri Department of Natural Resources)”.

You may contact me a (417) 8656100 if you have any questions.

Craig Hacker, Chairman
C: Brendan Griesemer (Naeghborhood Consarvation Office)

CNeiNG nrmcir, @ wd  DEPARTMENT OF PLANN NG& DEVEL OPIVENT

840 Boonville Avenue, P.O. Box 8368 Springfield, Missouri 65801-8368
phone: (417) 864-1611 fax: (417) 864-1882
homepage: springfield.missouri.org/gov  e-mail: city@ci.springfield.mo.us



CITY of
SPRINGFIELD

January 23, 2003

Ms. ClaireBlackwdll

Sate Historic Presarvation Officer

Sate of Missouri, Department of Natura Resources
Division of Sae Paks

P.O. Box 176

Jefferson Citv, MO 65102-0176

Deaxr Ms. Blackwell:

Mayor Thomas J. Carlson has reviewed the following proposed nomination to the National
Regiger of Historic Places

Property Owner: Oleta Gunther

Applicant: Debbie Sheds

Digrict Affected: Proposad new district within the "Historic and
Architectural Resources of Springfield, Mo." multiple
property submission

L ocation of property: 2400 Wes College Street

Nominated property': Rock Fountain Court Higtoric District

Proposed Action: List the Rock Fountain Court Historic District on the

Nationa Regigter of Historic Haoes

Mayor Thomas J. Carlson concurs with the Landmearks Board's position that the proposed
district is abenefit to the city of Springfield. Thisletter is sanctioned by Mayor Carlson as
fulfilling the respongbilities of the City of Springfield under "Item #5" of the "Loca
Government Certification Agreement between the City of Springfield, Missouri and the Missouri
Historic Presarvation Officer (Missouri Department of Natural Resources).”

Heese contact me a (417) 864-1031 if you have any questions.

“Yed May
Department g and Devdopment

C Mayor Thomas J. Carlson

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
840 Boonville Avenue, P.O.Box 8368 Springfield, Missouri 65801-8368
phone: (417) 864-1611 fax:(417) 864-1882
homepage: springfield.missouri.org/gov  e-mail: city@ci.springfield.mo.us



