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RECEMD 2280

(Oct. 1990
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

1. NAME OF PROPERTY

HISTORICNAME: Route 66, SH 207 to Interstate 40
OTHER NAME/SITE NUMBER: NA

2. LOCATION

STREET & NUMBER: Texas Farm Road 2161, from 140 to SH 207

CITY OR TOWN: Conway VICINITY: X NOT FOR PUBLICATION: N/A
STATE Texas  coODE: TX  COUNTY: Carson  CODE: 065 ZIP CODE: 79068

3. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

Asthe designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this(j(.nomination) ( request for
determination of eligibility) meetsthe documentation sandardsfor registering properties in the National Register of Historic Facesand meats the
procedurd and professiond requirements st forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property ( \_meets) (_ does not meet) the National
Regider criteria. | recommend that this gro™erty be consdered significant (_ nationally) f x satewide) ( locally). ( See continuation sheet
for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official Date

Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. Texas Historicak Commission
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property  meats  doesnot medt the National Regigter criteria. (1 See continuation sheet for additional comments))
Sijtnature of commenting or other official Date

Sate or Federd agency and bureau

4. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

1 hereby certily that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
entered inthe National Register
_ See continuation shest,
determined eligible for the National Register

_ See continuation sheet
determined not eligible for the National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain):



USDI/NPSNRHP Regigtration Form

Route 66, SH 207 to Interstate 40, Conway vicinity, Carson County, Texas

5. CLASSIFICATION

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY: Public-Loca

CATEGORY OF PROPERTY: Structure

NUMBER OF RESOURCESWITHIN PROPERTY: CONTRIBUTING NONCONTRIBUTING
0 0 BUILDINGS
0 0 SITES
1 0 STRUCTURES
0 0 OBJECTS
\ 0 TOTAL

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED INTHE NATIONAL REGISTER: 0

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: Route 66 in Texas MPS

6. FUNCTION OR USE

HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: TRANSPORTATION: roadbed
CURRENT FUNCTIONS: TRANSPORTATION: roadbed
7. DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: NO STYLE

MATERIALS: FOUNDATION
WALLS
ROOF
OTHER CONCRETE, ASPH/y. T

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (s continuation sheet 5).

Pege2
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8. STATEMENT OF SGNIHCANCE

APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA

X A

PROPERTY ISASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE
BROAD PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY.

PROPERTY ISASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST.

PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF
CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTS THE WORK OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSES HIGH ARTISTIC VALUES, OR
REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT AND DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOEE COMPONENTSLACK INDIVIDU/A
DISTINCTION.

PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR ISLIKELY TO YIELD INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR
HISTORY.

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS: N/A

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Transportation, Engineering
PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1930-1956

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1930

SIGNIFICANT PERSON: N/A

CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: unknown

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (s continuation sheets6 and 7)

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES

BIBLIOGRAPHY  (see continuation sheet 8).
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): WA
__preliminary determination of individua listing (36 CFR 67) hes been requested.
__previoudy listed in the Nationd Register
_ previoudy determined dligible by the National Regiger
_ dedgnated aNationa Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA:

X Sate historic preservation office (TexasHistorical Commission)
X Other state agency (TXDOT)

_ Federd agacy
_ Locd government

University

_ Other ~ Specify Repodtory:
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF PROPERTY: 36.6 aores

UTM REFERENCES Zone Eading Northing
1 14 283132 3898659
2. 14 272422 3900389

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: The boundary for the nominated property begins a the intersection of
Texas Highway 207 in Conway. The north and south boundary lines extend aong the highway's
right-of way and include the 22" wide roadbed as well as 10" of right-of-way on either Sde. The
western terminus of the property isthe Interstate 40 Frontage Road.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: The botmdary for this property is drawn to include the historic roadbed of Route
66 as well as additional right-of-way on either Sde of the highway. The eestem terminus ends a
TexasHighway 207 in Conway. Further eedt there are numerous modem intmsions aong the highway
and itsorigina profile has been widened. The westem terminus is a the Interstate 40 Frontage Road
and the original roadbed of Route 66 was removed for the constmction of the interstate.

11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/TITLE: Philip Thomason and Teresa Douglas

ORGANIZATION: Thomason and Asociates DATE: Febmary 2006
STREET & NUMBER: 1907 21* Avenue S TELEPHONE: (615) 385-4960
CITY OR TOWN: Nashville STATE: Tenness=e ZIP CODE: 37212

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

CONTINUATION SHEETS
MAPS (see continuation shest 9)
PHOTOGRAPHS (3 continuation shet 10)

ADDITIONAL ITEMS

PROPERTY OWNER

NAME: Carson County Highway Department
STREET & NUMBER: 500 Main Strest TELEPHONE: (806) 826-5544
CITY ORTOWN: Panhandle STATE: Texas ZIP CODE: 79068
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DESCRIPTION

This property isa 7.2 mile section of Route 66 between Conway and Interdate 40 in Carson County, Texas. Conway is
located in the Texas Panhandle, twenty miles eest of Amarillo. This section of roadbed was designated as Route 66 in
1930 and was paved later that yesr. It served as the roadbed for Route 66 from 1930 until ca. 1965 when Interstate 40
was completed 13 milesto the north. After the completion of Intergate 40, this section of Route 66 was incorporated
into the Carson County highway sysem and is now known as Texas Farm Road 2161. From Conway to Interstate 40,
the historic roadbed of Route 66 extendsthrough open rangdand and farmland. There are few modern intrusions along
the roadbed and it retains much of its mid-20"" century integrity and design.

The original roadbed is 19' 2" inwidth with shoulders adding an additional 2' 10" on either Sde (Photo 1). The
original surface of the roadbed was concrete which was covered with asphat ca 1950. Since ca 1950, the asphdt hes
been repaired and replaced in various locations. From Conway west for severd miles the highway is bracketed on the
north by afence lineand on the south by the abandoned railroad bed of the Chicago, Rock Idand & Pacific Railroad.
The boundary for the roadbed begins a the intersection of Texas Highway 207 in Conway. For descriptive purposes of
features, going east to west, the mileage startsa 0 a Texas Highway 207. At 0.3 mile the roadbed leavesthe Conway
city limits and continues west (Photos 2-3). The roadbed continues west and ascends a dight rise. After crossing the

rise the road passssawindmill & 12 miles and continues west (Photo 3). At 14 milesthe highway passesagroup of
agricultural buildingson the south sde of theroad.

At 20 milesthe highway intersects with County Road L, which isadirt road and crosses Route 66. At 3.0 milesthe
highway intersects with County Road K which isdso adirt road. From this vantage point no buildingsare in view
with the exception of awindmill in the digance to the south and a bridge over 140 in the digance to the north (Photo
5). The historic roadbed of Route 66 continues west passing agricultural buildingsa 35 miles. After passing a
windmill and small concrete farm building the highway intersects with County Road | & 5.1 miles (Photo 6). County
Roed 1 hes agrave roadbed north of Route 66 and a J-it roaujed south of the highway. Jugt past County Road |, the
historic roadbed of Route 66 turns to the northwest and away from the abandoned railroad bed (Photo 7). Pest this
point the highway is defined on both ddes by wood and wirefences. At 64 milesthe highway intersects with County
Road H which has adirt surface (Photo 8). The highway continues northwest through open fieldsuntil the original
pavement ends and agphdt begins for anew 140 Frontage Road a 7.2 miles.

Throughout its 7.2 mile length this section of historic Route 66 does not pessby any notable modern intrusions after it
leavesthe Conway city limits. In Conway the landscgpe is dominated by severd concrete grain devators which date to
1914. Weg of the city limits there are no magjor buildingsaong the roadbed until the 1-40 interchange. The landscape
throughout the highway's length consists of the abandoned railroad bed, a scattering of agricultura buildings, and open
range land and farm land.
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This ssgment of origina Route 66 roadbed west of Conway in Carson County, Texas is nominated to the National
Regider under Criteria A and C a the gateleve of significance, inthe areas of Engineering and Transportation. Route
66 was one of the nation's leading highways during the early to mid-twentieth century, and sarved as the primary
corridor between Chicago and Califomia. The road reflects the history of transportation from this era and both the
forces which brought it into being and thosethat diminished itsuse. Under Criterion C, this ssgment of Route 66 is
sgnificant as arepresentative example of roadbed construction and engineering of the 1930s. The road retains much of
itsorigina form, design, materias and the surrounding setting has changed little snce the road's construction. The
roadbed segment conveys a strong sense of its historic time and place and is one of the longest and best preserved
sections of Route 66 in Texas. The property medats the registration requirements for the property type of "Roadbeds’ as
s forth inthe Multiple Property Documentation Form, "Route 66 in Texas MPS."

Route 66 crossad Texas through the panhandle of the gtate, a sparsaly populated arid region largely characterized by a
scattering of smdl towns and farming communities. White settlement of the areaoccurred relatively late, but extendve
shap and cattle ranching of the early twentieth century hed displaced the Native Americans and buffalo herdsthat had
once dominated the region by the late 19" century. During the 1920s, agriculture inthe panhandle boomed and the oil
industry booged the local economy. The oil industry generated substantial growth in Amarillo, which becamethe
commercid and corporate center of theregion, and led to significant highway development through the panhandle’
Representative of this growth was the platting of the town of Conway in 1905 which became asmall railroad
community along the Chicago, Rock Idand & Pecific Railroad.®

Roadsin this section of Texaswere little more than dirt pathsinthe early twentieth century. The trip from Amarillo to
Tucumcari, New Mexico, ajourney of approximately 110 miles, averaged afull day. But as the oil industry prospered
in the 1920s, activity in the region caled for improved roads, and by 1928 this sametrip required only three hours”
The egtablishment of Route 66 through the Texas panhandle was akey event inthe region's road development. Route
66 extended inarather direct eest-west dignment acrossthe panhandle passing through a series of small towns mogt of
which hed fewer than five hundred resdents. These included Shamrock, McLean, Alanreed, and Groom in eestem
Texas, and Vega, Adrian, Landergin, and Wildorado inthe western part of the sate. Centrally located Amarilloin
Potter County was the only sizegble city through which the road passed. #

When US Highway 66 was planned through Texas inthe 1920s, various routes were recommended. There was dso an
extensve push acrossthe panhandle to havethe highway fiilly paved. 1n 1928, E.W. Bowen, a prominent highway
booger from Tucumcari gooketo a group of Amarillo busnessmen about the benefits of having a paved roadbed
between their towns, citing ees= of traffic and quicker travel as key advantages. Bowen encouraged Amarilliansto
atend amedting between the governors of Texasand New Mexico and officialsfrom both gate highway departments
regarding interstate highway improvements, which was scheduled to take place the foll owing month* Bowen aso
boeged of anew paving processthat hed been used in his Sate. The new pavement material wes of "sand and oil
mixed on the road by machinery,” and provided a layer about four inches thick that could be doped for drainage. The

' Miched Casdity, "Route 66 Corridor Netiondl Higtoric Context Study.”" (Route 66 Corridor Presarvation Program, Nationdl
Tralls Sydam Office - Intermountain Region, Naiond Pak Savice, SataFe New Mexico, Decamba 15, 2004), 76-78.
N Mrs Rdph E. Randd ed,, A Time to Purposs, A Chronide of Carson Courty, (Panhande, Texas Carson Courty Higtorical
Srvey Committes, 1966), 248.
A "Kiwanians Told How '66' Paving Heps" Amarillo Daily Nens 13 July 1928,

Casaty, "Route 66 Corridor National Higtoric Context Study,” 76-78.
* "Kiwanians Told How '66' Paving Hdps™ Amarillo Daily Neas 13 July 1928,
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process"meade it possible to surface aroad after it had been graded and culverts and bridges installed.” Other benefits
of the pavement were itsdust proof quality and low cogt, which averaged around $1,000 per mile.* It does not gppear
that thistype of paving was utilized on the section of roadbed west of Conway.

Although Route 66 was designated in 1926, its route through Texas remained in dispute for severd yearsin Carson
and Potter Counties eedt of Amarillo. Carson County officialsincluding a local judge traveled to Austin in support of
the road and helped to secure its location. The route through Carson County was finalized by August 24, 1930, when
an articlein the Amarillo Daily New-; declared the "U.S. 66 Highway Tangle Solved." The pgper dated that state and
federd officialshad gpproved relocation of the highway between the town of Conway to the Potter County line dong a
route north of the Chicago, Rock Idand & Pecific Railroad. Locd resdents werejubilant over the announcement as
the dispute over its location had ddayed the paving of a ten-mile section of roadbed for over ayear” Following this
announcement, Carson County officials announced "Wewill gart work a once on plans for the unpaved strip of the
road” . . ."and we bdieve it possble to let a contract for grading and drainage structures when the state highway
commisson mests in Sgptember."” The road west of Conway wes paved with concrete in 1930 and this hard surfaced
roed was opened to Amarillo.

From 1930 to the mid-1960s, this two-lane roadbed served as the dignment for Route 66 west of Conway. This
roadbed extended through open range land and farm land and pardleed the Chicago, Rock Idand & Pacific Railroad
for severd miles. A 1956 highway megp of Carson County shows the roadbed as Route 66 and with few housesor other
buildings dong this aignment.’ When Interstate 40 was completed through Carson County, federal management of
Route 66 ended and it was incorporated into the county's highway sysem as Texas Farm Road 2161. The highway
continues to be usd for local traffic south of the interstate as well as providing a sense of time and place for Route 66
travelers.

Throughout Texas, Route 66 is primarily an accessfrontage road for 1-40 for much of its length. The 7.2 mile section

Cl Route i)6-between Conway and 140 continues to be usad as a date highway and possesses the highest degree of * A"
integrity of any rural section of Route 66 in Texas. The nominated property retains integrity of location, setting, feeling
and associaion not only because of the preservation of the original roadbed, but dso because of the largely undtered
farmland and rangdand through which it extends.

" Ibid.

' "U.S 66 Highway Tange Sdved Carson County," Amarillo Daly Neas 24 Augugt 1930,
* lbid.

' Cargn County Highway Map, Texas Sate Highwiay Department, 1956.
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Route 66 in 1956 west of Conway.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Route 66, Conway to Interstate 40
Carson County, Texas

Photogrgphs by: Thomason and Associates
Date February 22, 2005
Location of Negatives: Nationa Park Service, SantaFe, NM

PhotoNo.1  Route 66 roadbed profile and design, Conway city limits.

PhotoNo.2  Route 66 roadbed at the Conway city limits, view to the eadt.

PhotoNo.3  Route 66 roadbed a the Conway city limits, view to the west.

Photo No. 4 View of the roadbed west of Conway, view to the eedt.

PhotoNo.5  View from County Road K, view to the esdt.

PhotoNo.6  View from County Road |, view to the eedt.

Photo No. 7 View from County Roed |, view to the west. Note the abandoned railroad line at | eft.
PhotoNo.8  View from County Road H to the northwest.



(Oct. 1990
United States Department of the Interior RECEIVED 2280
National Park Sa>ice

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM fIEGIStt/A'a”"HISTORICPUCFS

1 NAME OF PROPERTY

HISTORIC NAME: Route 66, SH 207 to Interstate 40
OTHER NAME/SITE NUMBER: NA

2. LOCATION

STREET &. NUMBER: Texas Farm Road 2161, from 1-40 to SH 207
CITY OR TOWN: Conway VICINITY: X NOT FOR PUBLICATION: N/A
STATETexas CODE: TX  COUNTY: Carson  CODE: 065 ZIP CODE: 79068

3. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

Asthe desgnated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act. as amended. | hereby certify that this(_(x_nomination) { request for
determination of eligibility) meatsthe documentation standards for registering properties in the Nationa Register of Historic Races and medts the
procedural and professiona requirements st forth in 36 CFR Pat 60. Inmy opinion, the property ( \_meets) (_ does not meet) the Nationd
Regider criteria. | recommend that this property be conddered significant (_ nationally) ( x dtatewide) ( locally). ( See continuation sheet
for additional comments!

Signature of certifying official Date

Sate Higoric Presrvation Officer. TexasHigorical Commisson
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, theproperty  mests  doesnot meat the Nationd Regidter criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments
Signature of commenting or other official Dae

Sate or Federd agaecy and bureau

4. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property is: ~ignature of the Keeper Date of Atation
entered inthe National Register
S continuation sheset.
determined eligible for the National Register

_ See continuation shest
determined not eligible for the National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain):
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3. CLASSIFICATION

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY: Public-Loca

CATEGORY OF PROPERTY: Structure

NUMBER OF RESOURCESWITHIN PROPERTY': CONTRIBUTING NONCONTRIBUTING
0 0 BUILDINGS
0 0 SITES
1 0 STRUCTURES
0 0 OBJECTS
1 0 TOTAL

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED INTHE NATIONAL REGISTER: 0

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: Route 66 in Texas MPS

6. FUNCTION CR USE

HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: TRANSPORTATION: roadbed

CURRENT FUNCTIONS: TRANSPORTATION: roadbed
7. DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: NO STYLE

MATERIALS: FOUNDATION

WALLS
ROOF
OTHER CONCRETE, ASPHALT

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (s continuation sheet 5).
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DESCRIPTION

This property isa 7.2 mile section of Route 66 between Conway and Interstate 40 in Carson County, Texas. Conway is
located in the Texas Panhandle, twenty miles east of Amarillo. This section of roadbed was designated as Route 66 in
1930 and wes paved later that year. It srved as the roadbed for Route 66 from 1930 until ca 1965 when Interdate 40
was completed 1.3 milesto the north. After the completion of Interdate 40, this section of Route 66 weas incorporated
into the Carson County highway sysdem and is now known as Texas Farm Road 2161. From Conway to Interstate 40,
the historic roadbed of Route 66 extends through open rangdand and farmland. There are few modern intrusions aong
the roadbed and it retains much of its mid-20" century integrity and design.

The origina roadbed is 19 2" in width with shoulders adding an additiona 2' 10" on either dde (Photo 1). The
original surface of the roadbed was concrete which was covered with agphat ca 1950. Since ca 1950, the agphdt hes
ben repaired and replaced in various locations. From Conway west for severd milesthe highway is bracketed on the
north by afence lineand on the south by the abandoned railroad bed of the Chicago, Rock Idand «& Pacific Railroad.
The boundary for the roadbed begins a the intersection of Texas Highway 207 in Conway. For descriptive purposes of
features, going eed to west, the mileege dartsa 0 & Texas Highway 207. At 0.3 mile the roadbed leavesthe Conway
city limits and continues west (Photos 2-3). The roadbed continues west and ascendsa dight rise. After crossing the
rise the road pesses awindmill & 12 miles and continues west (Photo 3). At 14 milesthe highway pessesagroup of
agricultural buildingson the south sde of the road.

At 2.0 milesthe highway intersects with County Roed L, which isadirt road and crosses Route 66. At 3.0 milesthe
highway intersects with County Road K which isdso adirt road. From this vantage point no buildingsare inview
with the exception of awindmill in the digance to the south and a bridge over 140 in the digtance to the north (Photo
5). The historic roadbed of Route 66 continues west passing agricultural buildingsat 35 miles. After passing a
windmill and small concrete farm building the highway intersects with County Road 1 a 5.1 miles (Photo 6). County
Road 1 hes agrave roadbed north of Route 66 and adirt roadbed south of the highway. Just pest County Roed 1, the
historic roadbed of Route 66 turns to the northwest and awvay from the abandoned railroad bed (Photo 7). Pedt this
point the highway is defined on both Sdes by wood and wirefences. At 64 milesthe highway intersects with County
Roed H which hes adirt surface (Photo 8). The highway continues northwest through open fields until the origina
pavement endsand asphdt begins for anew 140 Frontage Road & 7.2 miles.

Throughout its 7.2 milelength this section of historic Route 66 doesnot pessby any notable modern intrusions after it
leaves the Conway city limits. In Conway the landscepe is dominated by saverd concrete grain eevators which date to
1914. Wes of thecity limits there are no major buildings along the roadbed until the 140 interchange. The landscape
throughout the highway's length conssts of the abandoned railroad bed, a scattering of agricultural buildings, and open
range land and farm land.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA

X A PROPERTY ISASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE
BROAD PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY.

B PROPERTY ISASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST.

X C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF
CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTSTHE WORK OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSESHIGH ARTISTIC VALUES, OR
REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT AND DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS LACK INDIVIDUAL
DISTINCTION.

D PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR ISLIKELY TO YIELD INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR
HISTORY.

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS: NJ/A

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Trangportation, Engineering

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1930-1957

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1930

SIGNIFICANT PERSON: N/A

CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: unknown

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (S continuation shegts6 and 7)

9. MAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES

BIBLIOGRAPHY (e continuation sheet 8).
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): N/A
_ preiminary determination of individua listing (36 CFR 67) hes been requested.
_ previoudy liged in the National Regider
_ previoudy determined eligible by the National Register
_ desgnated aNationa Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA:
X Saehigtoric preservation office (TexasHistorical Commisson)
X Other gate agency (TXDOT)
_ Federd agency
_ Locd govemment
_ University
_ Other ~ Specify Repogitory:
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This ssgment of original Route 66 roadbed west of Conway in Carson County, Texas is nominated to the National
Regider under CriteriaA and C a the ate level of significance, in the aress of Engineering and Trangportation. Route
66 was one of the nation's leading highways during the early to mid-twentieth century, and sarved as the primary
corridor between Chicago and Califomia. The road reflectsthe history of transportation from this era and both the
forces which brought it into being and thaosethat diminished itsuse Under Criterion C, this segment of Route 66 is
sgnificant as arepresentative example of roadbed congtmction and engineering of the 1930s The road retains much of
itsorigind form, design, materids and the surrounding setting hes changed little since the road's construction. The
roadbed segment conveys astrong sanse of its historic time and place and is one of the longest and best presarved
sations of Route 66 in Texas. The property mets the registration requirements for the property type of "Roadbeds’ &
s forth in the Multiple Property Documentation Form, "Route 66 in Texas MPS."

Route 66 crossad Texas through the panhandle of the state, a parsdly populated arid region largely characterized by a
scattering of small towns and farming communities. White settlement of the areaoccurred relatively late, but extensve
shap and cattle ranching of the early twentieth century hed displaced the Native Americans and buffalo herdsthat hed
once dominated the region by the late 19" century. During the 19205 agriculture in the panhandle boomed and the il
industry boogted the local economy. The oil industry generated subgtantia growth in Amarillo, which becamethe
commercid and corporate center of the region, and led to significant highway deveopment through the panhandle’
Representative of this growth was the platting of the town of Conway in 1906 which becamea smadl railroad
community along the Chicago, Rock Idand & Pecific Railroad.

Roeds in this section of Texaswere little more than dirt paths inthe early twentieth century. The trip from Amarillo to
Tucumcari, New Mexico, ajourney of gpproximately 110 miles, averaged afull day. But as the oil industry progoered
in the 19205 activity inthe region caled for improved roads, and by 1928 this same trip required only three hours”
The esablishment of Route 66 through the Texas panhandle was akey event inthe region's road development. Route
66 extended in arather direct ees-west dignment acrossthe panhandle passing through a series of amdl towns mogt of
which had fewer than five hundred resdents. These included Shamrock, McLean, Alanreed, and Groom in eastem
Texas, and Vega, Adrian, Landergin, and Wildorado in the western part of the state. Centrally located Amarilloin
Potter County was the only sizegble city through which the road passed.

When USHighway 66 was planned through Texasin the 1920s various routes were recommended. There was dso an
extendve push acrassthe panhandle to havethe highway fully paved. In 1928, E.W. Bowen, a prominent highway
booder from Tucumcari gooke to agroup of Amarillo busnesamen about the benefits of having apaved roadbed
between their towns, citing eese of traffic and quicker travel as key advantages. Bowen encouraged Amarilliansto
atend ameeting between the governors of Texasand New Mexico and officials ftom both sate highway departments
regarding intergate highway improvements, which was scheduled to take place the following month* Bowen adso
boeded of anew paving processthat had been used in his gtate. The new pavement material was of "sand and oil
mixed on the road by machinery,” and provided a layer about four inches thick that could be doped for drainage. The

" Midched Cassty, "Route 66 Corridor Nationd Hidoric Context Study.” (Route 66 Corridor Presavation Program, Nationd
Trails Sygam Office - Intermountain Region, Nationa Pak Savice, Santa Fe New Mexico, Deoamba 15, 2004), 76-78.

* Mrs Raph E Randd ed., A Time to Pupose A Chronide of Carson County, (Panhende, Texes Carson Courty Higtorical
Srvey Committes, 1966), 248.

' "Kiwanians Told How '66' Paving Hdps™ Amarillo Daily Neas 13 July 1928,

# Casdty, "Route 66 Corridor Nationa Higtoric Context Study,” 76-78.

" "Kiwanians Told How '66' Paving Heps" Amarillo Daily Newns 13 July 1928,
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process"'mede it possible to surface aroad after it had bean graded and culverts and bridges installed.” Other benefits
of the pavement were its dust proof quality and low cogt, which averaged around $1,000 per mile* It does not gppeer
that thistype of paving was utilized on the section of roadbed west of Conway.

Although Route 66 was designated in 1926, its route through Texasremained indispute for saverd yearsin Carson
and Potter Counties eest of Amarillo. Carson County officialsincluding a loca judge traveled to Austin in support of
the road and helped to sscure its location. The route through Carson County weasfinalizedby August 24, 1930, when
an articlein the Amarillo Daily News declared the "U.S. 66 Highway Tangle Solved." The paper Sated that Sate and
federd officials had goproved relocation of the highway between the town of Conway to the Potter County lineaong a
route north of the Chicago, Rock Idand & Pecific Railroad. Local residents werejubilant over the announcement as
the dispute over its location had ddayed the paving of a ten-mile section of roadbed for over ayear” Following this
announcement, Carson County officials announced "Wewill gart work a once on plans for the unpaved strip of the
road" . .. "and we bdieve it possble to let acontract for grading and drainage structures when the state highway
commisson meds in September.™* The road west of Conway was paved with concrete in 1930 and this hard surfaced
road was opened to Amarillo.

Fom 1930 to the mid-1960s, this two-lane roadbed served as the dignment for Route 66 west of Conway. This
roadbed extended through open range land and farm land and pardlded the Chicago, Rock Idand & Pacific Railroad
for saverd miles. A 1956 highway megp of Carson County shows the roadbed as Route 66 and with few houses or other
buildings dong this aignment." When Intersate 40 was completed through Carson County, federal managament of
Route 66 ended and it was incorporated into the county's highway sysem as Texas Farm Road 2161. The highway
continues to be used for locd traffic south of the interstate as well as providing a sense of time and place for Route 66
traveers.

Throughout Texas, Route 66 is primarily an accessfrontage road for 140 for much of its length. The 7.2 mile section
of Route 66 between Conway and 1-40 continues to be usad as a date highway and possesses the highest degree of
integrity of any rural section of Route 66 in Texas. The nominated property retains integrity of location, setting, feeling
and asodiaion not only because of the presarvation of the original roadbed, but a0 because of the largely undtered
farmland and rangeland through which it extends

" Ibid.

A"U.S 66 Higway Tange Solved Carson County,” Amarillo Daily Neas 24 Augugt 1930.
" Ibid.

" Cason County Hignhway Map, Texes Sete Highway Departmant, 1956.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF PROPERTY: 36.6 acres

UTM REFERENCES Zone Eading Northing
1 14 283132 3898659
2. 14 272422 3900389

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: The boundar>' for the nominated property begins a the intersection of
Texas Highway 207 in Conway. The north and south boundary lines extend dong the highway's
right-of way and include the 22" wideroadbed as well as 10 of right-of-way on either sde The
wesem terminus of the property is the Interdate 40 Frontage Road.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: The boundary for this property is drawn to include the historic roadbed of Route
66 as well as additiona right-of-way on either Sde of the highway. The eestem terminus ends a
Texas Highway 207 in Conway. Further eedt there are numerous modem intrusions dong the highway
and itsorigina profile hes been widened. The western terminus is a the Interstate 40 Frontage Road
and the original roadbed of Route 66 was removed for the construction of the interstate.

11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/TITLE: Philip Thomason and Teresa Douglas

ORGANIZATION: Thomason and Associates DATE: February 2006
STREET «& NUMBER: 1907 21*'Avenue S TELEPHONE: (615) 3854960
CITY ORTOWN: Nashville STATE: Tenness=e ZIP CODE: 37212

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

CONTINUATION SHEETS
MAPS (Sse continuation sheet 9)
PHOTOGRAPHS (Sse continuation shest 10)

ADDITIONAL ITEMS

PROPERTY OWNER

NAME: Texas Depatment of Transportation (Michael W. Behrens, Executive Director)
STREET & NUMBER: 125 Eadt 11th Street TELEPHONE: 512/416-2628

CITY CRTOWN: Austin STATE: Texas ZIP CODE: 78701
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loute 66 in 1956 west of Conway.

Q ("FAS | ;«o0«



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024 0018
(8-861

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Route 66, SH 207 to Interstate 40
Section PHOTO Page 10 Conway vicinity, Carson, County, Texas

PHOTOGRAPHS

Route 66, Conwaey to Interstate 40
Carson County, Texas

Photogrephs by: Thomason and Associates
Dae February 22, 2005
Location of Negatives: Nationa Park Service, Santa Fe, NM

PhaotoNo. 1 Route 66 roadbed profile and design, Conway city limits.
PhotoNo. 2  Route 66 roadbed at the Conway city limits, view to the esdt.
PhotoNo. 3 Route 66 roadbed & the Conway city limits, view to the west.
PhatoNo. 4  View of the roadbed west of Conway, view to the eed.
PhotoNo. 5 View from County Road K, view tothe eedt.

PhotoNo. 6  View from County Road |, view to the eedt.

Photo No. 7 View from County Road |, view to the west. Note the abandoned railroad line at | eft.
PhotoNo.8  View from County Road H to the northwest.
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Alexis Abernathy To: Linda McClelland\WASO/NPS@NPS

09/21/2006 09:11 AM EM"" Beal I WASO/NPS@NPS
Subject: Re: Fw: Rt. 66 propertiesU

Linda these properties 06000925 and 06000924 have already been tracked and on a pending list. Edson
has tagged them for you. If they need to be returned you need to do a formal return.

Alexis

Alexis Abernathy

National Register of Historic Places
alexis_abernathy@-contractor.nps.gov
Work (202)354-2236

fax (202)371-2229

Linda McClelland

Linda McClelland To: Alexis Abernathy/Contractor/NPS@NPS

09/21/2006 08:35 AM n . N
Subject: Fw: Rt. 66 properties

Alexis-
Have we received these yet? Gregg at THC would like the two nominations returned.

Thanks for taking care of this-Linda

Fonwarded by Linda McClellandMWASO/NPS on 09/21/2006 08:34 AM

"Greg Smith" To: <linda_mcclelland@nps.gov>
<Greg.Smith@thc.state. cc:
b(.us> Subject: RE: Rt. 66 properties
09/20/2006 01:27 PM
EST

Hello Linda -

We have discovered that the owner information for two recently-submitted nominations is not correct.
Please return the nominations for the Route 66 Bridge over the Chicago, Rock Island and Gulf Railroad in
Wheeler County, Texas, and Route 66, SH 207 to Interstate 40j n Carson County, Texas. We will
resubmit the nominations to the NPS after wehave fulfilled the regulations in 36 CFR 60.

Thank you for your attention.

/Greg

Gregory W. Smith

National Register Coordinator
History Programs Division
Texas Historical Commission
PO Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711-2276
(512) 463-6013

FAX (512) 475-3122



www.thc.state.tx.us

From: Lrljkj@aol.com [mailto:Lrljkj@aol.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2006 1:13 PM
To: Greg Smith

Cc: linda_mcdelland@nps.gov

Subject: Rt. 66 properties

Gregg-Il got your message about the two Rt, 66 properties. Can you send me an e:mail with the request.
Send it to my e:mail at nps.gov-Thanks, Linda McClelland



Rick Pfrr\' e Gotvrtwr

TEXAS |<)hn 1..Nau, 111 Chairman

H I ST O RI CA L I'. Lawertncf ()ak.< ¢ Execulm Dinctor

COMMISSION The State Agency for Historic Preserx‘ation
TO: LindaMcClelland RECEIVED 2280

Nationa Regigter of Historic Flaces

FROM:  Gregory W. Smith, National Regiser Coordinator
Texas Historicd Commission NATREGSRO" HSIORC RAES
_MUATiGE PRK SHRUCE,
RE: Route 66, SH 207 to 1-40, Conway, Carson County, Texas

DATE:  Jauay 10, 2007

Thefollowing materids are submitted regarding the Route 66 in Conway, Carson County:

X Original Nationa Regider of Historic Flaces form

_X_ Resubmitted nomination
Multiple Property nomination form

Photographs
USGS mep
Correspondence
Other:
COMMENTS:
SHPO reguests subgtantive review

The endosed owner objections(do ) (donot ) condtitute amajority of property owners
X Other: Thisnomination was returned a the request of the SHPO in order to correct property ow ner
information. The property owner has bean notified of the nomination per 36 CFR 60.

PO. Box 12276 « Austin. TX 78711-2276 « 512/463-5853 « Fax 512/475-3122 « TDD 1-800-735-2939



