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Mrniaiiitmgkm alMmahc fltoott AtpiMtan Foim (Ntiionti Rtgtoler Btiltlin 16A) ComoMe each Nam by mtrtong "k" m itia ^ipropriaio bm or 
^.f****"8 toa totortnmion rar^jatiad. « an itom does net apply lo iha property bamg documamad. anitr "H/A" tor "noi ippicabla.’' For furtoiiorta, 
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1. Name of Property ~ "

hfamricfinmn Puerco Bridge

oiher names^e number NMSHTD # 2530

street & number 40 yds. W of 1-40, 8.9 M. W of I-4Q W. Exit at Albuguerqtpg |q, puWicatioo

div or ipian Albuquerque B vicinity

New Mexico code. NM county Bernalillo code zip code 87121

3. Stele/Federal Agency CemHcation

^ •• J aiHtiorMy undar Via Nationai Historic Praservalion Art. as amandad, I hsraby cariily that Itiis □ nomination
^ * lor ilrtofmination rt sSgIbility meets the documentation standards lor ragistering propartlaa In the National Ragistar ol
HtoM PIM and mama lha procadural and protasstonal requiremencs am lonti in 36 CFR Part 60 In my opinion, the property 
l^mama U dM not meanha Nalionm Register crHaria I recommend Him this properly be considarad signiticant 
□ naltonaSy 0 itmeaMs □ locaSy. (□ See continuation shem tor addtoormi comments.)

Signal ol carttfying officiavnito
5Hpo

I m Fadaral agency and bureau

in ay opinion, tm property □ mama □ does not msat the Nalionm Rapmar

Signmura ol oartrtyinfl oWicim/TItla

1- NeBowel Parfc Service CertWcetiurt
oarity tfim ilia preparly ia;

amarad in the Nalionm Ragtolor.
□ See oonttnuatton stiem.

CJ datarminad aHgtoto tor ttie

□ Sea oontowmion miam.
□ deianninad not abgtola tor Ihe

Nalionm Ragiator,
O removed from the National 

Register.
G other, (erplain)_________



Rin PiiAT*r*n
Nam* o( Property

RT-4f!g«» Bernalillo, NM
County and Slala

S. CtnaMcation
Oumarahip of Property 
fOacfc aa many bons a* apply)

□ private
□ pubiiotocal 
Q public-Stata
□ publioFederaJ

Category of Property
(Chack otdy ona boa)

□ buiding(s)
□ dstrfct
□ site
Q structure
□ object

le of related multiple property listing 
|Ei«ar ’XM” M property a not part ol a mukiple property Ming)

Highway Bridge Construction In MM
6. Function or Use

Number of Resouroee twUhin Property 
(Oo nd Inckjde prawtoudy Mad raaoutoaa bi ba oourc)

Contributing
0

NonoorWributing
0 .buldings

.sites

.structures

.objects
1

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

N/A

HtaAortc Functiorts
(CrSar cteagortai tom instructionc)

Tranaportation; road-related

Current RatcUons 
(Enlar calogotias from rnattuctioni)

Tranaportation: road-related

from MbicSona}

Parker through truss

Materfals
(Entar catagorM from inalrucUond 
foundation concrete

walls______steel______

other asphalt

f^iarralfve Description
:r>aa»iriba Mw IMortc and ounani oondWon of be property on one or more oombMOon ahaabj



Rio Puerco Bridge 
Name of fVoperty

RAt*r
County and State ’

ofSignMicance

(Mirtt *V in ono or MOi* boaaa for ttw crilorta quMytng the praparty 
lor MlonH Rogitlar Miiv.)

Q A Propefty is assodated vvitti events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our histofy.

□ B PiQperty is associated twith the lives of persons
signiicanl in our past

Q C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishabte entity whose oon^Mnents lack 
indMdual (fstinction.

□ 0 Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Consktecations
(Marti “a** in al Ifw bOKM Ittal apply.)

Property is;

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

□ B removed from its original location, 

n C a birthplaoe or grave.

i 1 O a cemetery.

U E a reconstructed building, ob/ect, or structure.

U F a oommemorative property.

DG less than SO years of age or achieved stgnrficance 
wttiiin the past SO yeres.

Areas of SIgnMcanoe
(Enter cwegoriea Irom inolnictians}

transportation
engineering

Period of Significance 
1933-1965

Significant Oates
1933

Significant Person
(CornpMe H CrMerton B is marked aboye)

Cuitural AfMMion

Arctytect/BuHder
H/A

IMarralhre Statement of SignHicafice
(Explain aw aignUicanca of tw proparty on ona or moro oorSinuaiian afwala.)

(Owawbooka, and otwr aourorn uasd in praparing a«is toon on ona or moro ooniinualton afwatt.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previousiy determined efigiile by the National

Register
U designated a National Historic Landmark 
n recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

f
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # . _______

Primary locatton of additional data:
□estate Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other

Name of repository;



Rio Puerco Bridge 
Namo of Property

Bernalillo, NM
County and Stato

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre 

urn References
(jf~ addillonal UTM references on a oontlnuaQon sheet)

1 I ii il I il ?i ?l Qi ii ol I ii fli fil a ft nl
ZOno Easting Northing

o\ ■ I I I . I . . I I ■ I . I ■ . I

Verba) Boundary Description
(Oescribo the boundaries at the propotty on a oonOnuaSon shoot) 

Boundary Justifteation
(Explain why tho boundaries wore setodod on a continuation shoot)

3LlJ M 1 I it I I . I . I .
Zone Easting Northing

4l_iJ I I I I I ■ I I I ■ I .
O See oontinuatJon sheet

11. ^rm Prepared By

r David Kataiaer, Ph.D.

nrgnniratinn Contract historian dAte ^996

street & number. 521 Aliso Dr. NE

City nr tnwn Albuquerque state. NM zip code 87108

Additiona) Documentation
Subtnll tho toOcMing tents with the oornpleted fomc

Contbuiation Sheets

Maps

A uses map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map ft>r historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resouroes. 

Pfirotographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with tho SHPO or FPO ktr any additlortal 

Property Owner
(Cornpiete this ttom at the rsQuest of SHPO or PPOJ

name.
stre^ & number, 

city or town___

tetephone.

state.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Infoonattoo is being collected for appfleattons to tho National Register of Historic Ptaces to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibllily lor listing, to Sst properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, oa amended (16 U.S.C. 470 cf seqi).

Estlroa^ Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for tte form b estimated to average 18.1 hours per response inetuding time tor reviewing 
inaiuetions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Oiroct oomments regarding thb burden estimate or any aspect 
of thb form to the Chief. Admimstrative Servloes Ofvt^an, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington. DC 20013-7127; and tho Otiico ol 
Maroigament and Budget, Paperwortt RcxJyctions Projects (10240018), Washington. OC'20503.
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Rio Puerco Bridge on Old Route 66 
Bernalillo County, NM
Description

The Rio Puerco Bridge, located on a former alignment of D.S. 
66 and paralleling 1-40 approximately nine miles west of the 1-40 
exit at West Central Avenue in Albuquerque, is a one-span steel 
structure fabricated by the Kansas City Structural Steel Company 
and constructed by F.D. Shufflebarger in 1933. The substructure 
consists of two concrete piers and massive concrete abutments set 
on timber pilings.

The bridge employs a Parker through truss design flanked by 
two concrete approaches. The span measures 250 feet in length, 
and each of the approaches measures 40 feet. The span consists of 
10 panels measuring 25 feet in length and each with its top chord 
at a different angle, shaping the polygonal top chord 
characteristic of Parker truss design bridges. All of the steel 
truss members are riveted to the top and bottom chords. The deck 
consists of concrete with an asphalt surface and rests on steel 
stringers. The bridge is 330 feet in length and the deck is 20 
feet wide. Molded metal guardrails have been added to protect the 
truss members. In 1957 the truss was remodeled when the lowest 
portal struts were removed and lighter struts were inserted above 
to create a higher clearance.

Despite these alterations, the bridge retains a high degree 
of integrity of setting, design, materials, workmanship and 
association.

Statement of Significance

Serving local traffic as a frontage road for 1-40 across the 
Rio Puerco, the former U.S. 66 bridge across the Rio Puerco is 
significant for its long association with highway transportation 
in New Mexico dating to the early 1930s. The longest single-span 
Parker through truss design bridge in New Mexico, it is also 
significant for embodying the design, materials and methods of 
construction associated with that bridge sub-type.

When federal highways first received a systematic numbering 
in 1926, many of the roads included in the system in the western 
states were simply local roads spliced together to create a 
makeshift network of fedral highways. Only in the late 1920s and
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Rio Puerco Bridge on Old Route 66 
Bernalillo County, NM
Statement of Significance (continued)

engineers have the resources to plan and construct more 
efficient, safer alignments. In New Mexico, the original

iocal roads, following an circuitous

a«Iss*?hrwr§rSde
(1931) but still required a bridge at the Rio Puerco. After 
several years of lobbying the State Highway Commission, bv the

succeeded in their petition to have the so- called Laguna Cutoff placed on the federal road system and, thus
the cutoff become eligible for federal 
Puerco Bridge was included in federal funding in 1933 as part of the Roosevelt Administration's effort

highway construction. Funded under E-178-A, the bridge was completed within the year, opening the Laguna Cutoff for transcontinental traffic. In 1937, t^ ^ 
alignment officially became U.S. 66.

Although the waterflow in the Rio Puerco is often minimal, 
the river is capable of torrential flooding, a fact underscored

banJes. In the early the twentieth century prior to efforts at stabilizing rangelands within the river's drainage area, the river^
highway engineers, earning the 

being an outlaw" river capable of "cloudburst* 
flooding that threatened bridges and roads. In the fall of 1929 
the river mulcted its worst damage, washing away several

bridge several miles downstream that then 
^ ® result, engineers determined to construct bridges that would withstand future floods.

The selection of the Paricer through truss design at what four years later, would become the U.S. 66 crossing refleSed'the 
highway department's partiality to that design in many of its 
major projects of the late 1920s and 1930s. In ord« to 
compensate for the eroding floodplain and its unstable river
a b^idae^MnlivJn flooding, engineers designed
a bridge ploying unusually massive abutments built on deenlv.They then constructed a single 250-f^t spSn 
capable of clearing the entire floodplain of the river. The BPR
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Rio Puerco Bridge on Old Route 66 
Bernalillo County, NM

Statement of Significance (continued)
considered the bridge the longest single-span Parker through 
truss bridge in the Southwest. With its heavy steel members, the 
bridge appeared especially suited to handle the increasingly 
traffic flow along what was becoming a major east-west highway.

The setting of the bridge over the deep, eroded course of 
the Rio Puerco conveys a strong feeling of how truss bridges 
appeared along New Mexican highways prior to World War II. The 
polygonal upper chords of its superstructure appear in marked 
relief to the newer twin steel beam bridges of 1-40 which 
parallel it. When the section of the interstate at Rio Puerco was 
completed in the 1960s, the bridge and the former Route 66 
alignment to the east became a part of the frontage road. That 
road section, including the bridge, treated as an element of the 
highway property, has been nominated for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places as an addition to the multiple 
property submission, "The Historic and Architectural Resources of 
Route 66 through New Mexico."
Bibliography
"Long Steel Truss Bridge Being constructed in New Mexico."

New Mexico, Vol. 11, No. 5 (May, 1933), p. 40.
Macy, G.D., State Highway Engineer, "New Mexico's Recovery 

Road Program." New Mexico, Vol 11, No. 7 (July, 1933), 
pp. 14-15, 44.

New Mexico State Highway Department. "Bridge Department Structure 
Report, Bridge No. 2530," April 1, 1940.

Verbal Boundary Description
The property is a rectangular parcel measuring approximately 330 X 21 feet. ^

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the bridge's substructure and 
superstructure which comprise the historic bridge.
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Numba*: 97000735

Rio Puerco Bridge 
Property Name

Historic Highway Bridges of NM

Date Listed: 7/15/97

Bernalillo
County

NM
State

Multiple Name

Tills property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the 
attached nomination documenUthm subject to the foUowtng exceptions, exclusions, or 
amendments, notwithstanding the National Park Service certlflcadon included in the 
nomination documentation.

Signature of the Keeper
7Mi7

Drfte of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

Although the historic context in the cover documentation covers a period extending until 1965, 
the period of significance for this bridge is its date of construction. The period of significance is 
1933. This was confirmed by Mary Ann Anders of the NM SHPO.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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PROPERTY Rio Pueifc Bridge 
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Historic Highway Bridges of New Mexico MPS

STATE & COUNTY; NEW MEXICO, Bernalillo

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/17/97
DATE OP 45TH DAY: 7/17/97

DATE RECEIVED: 6/02/97
DATE OP 16TH DAY: 7/03/97
DATE OP WEEKLY LIST;

REPERENCE NUMBER: 97000735

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS POR REVIEW:

APPEAL; N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
OTHER: N PDIL: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE; N

PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED;
SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL:
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DATE

N
N
N
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REVIEWER

TELEPHONE

DISCIPLINE____

DATE 71/^kl
f 9DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLr(^N
















