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1. Heme of Property

hiiitnrir name State maintained Rt. 66; Montoya to Cuervo

other names^ie number Ozark Trail, U.S. 54

Z Location

I & mimbef Montoya to Cuervo

cjyorlouiin Cuervo

□ not for publication 

__ Dvidnity

Hew Mexico 037code HM county Quay, Guadalupe. _ fade Q1Q zip code_afi^l2

3. Slla/Fedefal Agency Certification

As foe deatgnated aufoorty under foe National Historic Presarvalion Act, as amended, I hereby oertity foal this ^nomination
□ requaal tor dolsmtinaifon of eligibtay meets foe documemaiian standards tor regWaring properties fo foe National Regfoter of 
Itatoiic Ptaoes and meats foe procedural and profeasionat requiroments saf forth fo 36 CFR Part 60. In ray opfolon. the property 
B meets □ does not meet 6w National Regiaier criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant
□ nationaly B state«vide □ locally. (□ See oonUnuation sheet tor additionaf oommerta.)

lof certifying offlciaVrille

SMe of Federal agency and bureau

bi my opinion, the property G i 
atmmenls.)

□ does nca meet foe National Register orilerts. (□ See cortlinuNion shoal for additional

Signature of certifying oflicialfnite

> or Federal agsn^ and bureau

4. NMIonal Padt Service Certification
I haratraoertily that the property is;

(El entered fo the National RagWer.
□ Set contfouatton sheet

O dslermined eligible tor the 
National Regdier

□ Sae conlinualion sheet
O determined not eligible for the 

vuuonw Hogni9.
□ removed from foe Natiorval

Regisier.
□ o6ter, (explain:)

. ^^ignalgieol the Kthe Keeper



Rt. 66; Montoya to Cuervo
NmaofPrap^

sToSSmeSSn

Quay, Guadalupe, NM 

Oounfy and SUM

(Check aa many bona aa apply)

□ private
□ publio4oeai 
Q public-stale
□ pubiicFederal

Catagocy ol Property
(Chacfc onV one boa)

□ building(s)
□ district
□ site
□ structure
□ object

Number of neeourcee within Property
(Do not biduda prarioualy Mad mouns in iw oognt)

Contributing Nonoontribuling
0 0

0 0

1 0
0 0

1 0

buildings
silea
structures

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(EaM “HUT N prafMrty h not pari o( a muMpto property MWe4

Hlat. ft Arch. Resources of Rt. 66 through NM
6. ^Unction or Use

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

HIsaoric Functions 
(Enlar caiagoriaa Iram Mnidions}

Transportation; road-related

Current Functions
(Enlar cajegoriei hom insiruclions)

Transportation: road-related

7. Description
AichHecliaBl nssslflcstinn 
(Emar caiagoriaa Iram inatructiona) 

no style

Materials
(Emar caiagoriaa Iram bwlrucliona)

walls. N/A

H/A
earth fill, asphalt surfacing, 
concrete culvert

Nanetlve Oeecription
(Paaoriba Iw IMoite and ounant oondMon of ttw proparty on ona or mora ooninualion ahaals.)
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7. Description

This 20.3 mile section of state maintained Route 66 serves 
as a frontage and local road along Interstate 40 from west of 
the Montoya interchange to where the road junctions with the 
westbound exit ramp at the Cuervo interchange. Generally 
following what, prior to 1926, was known as the Ozark Trail and, 
after 1926, Route 66, the alignment received a hard surface in 
1936 under FAP 114. During 1951 further improvements were made on 
the road including the addition of concrete box and pipe culverts 
and roadbed stabilization. Coursing across pinyon and juniper 
covered hills and mesas and crossing small drainages feeding into 
Bull Canyon and Parajito Creeks, this portion of Route 66 is 
largely unaltered beyond normal road maintenance and conveys a 
strong feeling of travel along Route 66 during the period of 
significance. Brown and white signs denoting "Historic Route 66" 
have recently been erected by the New Mexico State Highway and 
Transportation Department along the roadside.

Heading west, the road section begins west of the I-‘40 
interchange at Montoya and parallels 1-40, holding the highway to 
the north. At 7.1 miles an overpass, resulting in an alignment 
deviation of approximately .5 miles carries the road into a hilly 
area punctuated by sandstone outcroppings. Several ridges permit 
striking vistas of the interstate, railroad and Route 66 grades 
roughly paralleling each other. Each alignment, however, 
negotiates the topography differently, offering a striking 
contrast in evolving alignment engineering. At mile 12 the road 
passes through Newkirk, a rural village with several vacant 
garages, tourist courts and cafes that once served Route 66 
travellers. Nest of Newkirk, Route 66 resumes its close parallel 
with 1-40. The road section ends at the east exit of the 1-40 
interchange at Cuervo. Although 1-40 closely parallels some 
portions of this section of Route 66, causing a slight deviation 
from the original alignment of less than a half mile at one 
overpass, the historic alignment, cross-section template, and 
surrounding landscape remain largely intact.



Rt. 66? Montoya to Cuervo
Property

Quay1 Guadalu
Couniy and Stale

Bflo.

o( SigniflcanM
Anfcahte Nationai Ragiatar Crtteria
#Aiik *V in one or iNore boaas loMhe ailana qtoMying Ihe praperty 
lor Mrtonal Regiour Mins.)

OA Property is associated with events that have made 
a signSicanl contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

□ B Property is associaled with the lives of persons
signiricant in our past.

□ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

□ O Property has yielded, or is Uceiy to yield.
information important in prehistory or history.

Crilwte Considerations
(Ma* *V in al boxM Ihal apply)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religioiis institution or used lor
refigious purpoees.

□ B removed from its onginal location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ O a cemetery.

□ E a recoretructed building, ob^ or structure.

□ Fa oommemoralive property.

□ G less than SO years of age or achieved significance
within the pest SO years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories bom instnjctions)

transportation

Period of Significance
1936-1956

Skmificant
1936

Signlficartt Person
(Complete il Criterion B is marked atxxre)

N/A

Cultural AffUiatkm 
N/A

Architect/Buildef
N/A

NanaUve Statement of Significance
(Cupian aw aignWicanoe o( Sw propetly on orw or more oonOnuaHon sneers.)
9.
Biblograpfiy
(Cae tw books, eiticlee. and oawr sources used in preparing dw form on one or more continuation eiwets.)
Prealom documentation on file (NPS):

□ prefiminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

□ prevkxisiy lisled in the Nation^ Register
□ previously determined eligibie by the National

Registar
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Primary location of additional dato: 
Q Stale Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other

Name of repository:
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8. Significance

Desi^ated as State Highway 3 in 1914 and a part of the 
Ozark Trail, a regional road association that preceded the 
creation of the federal highway system in 1926, the road from 
Montoya to Cuervo underwent improvements and slight realignments 
in the late 1920s and early 1930s. These improvements were funded 
under FAP 114 and resulted, in 1936, with the hard surfacing of 
the present alignment. This section of state-maintained Route 66 
is significant for its association with the rise of automobile 
tourism in New Mexico and thus is eligible under Criterion A.
With its historic alignment, its structural elements including 
cut banks, concrete culverts and a steel beam bridge reflecting 
early road construction techniques, design and materials, the 
section is eligible under Criterion C.

9. Bibliographical references
"Descriptive Log, Federal Aid Primary Route No. 3, Route Section 
No. 3." n.d. On file at the New Mexico State Highway and
Transportation Department, 
Management, Santa Fe.

Records Control Unit of Records

"Plans and Profiles of FAP 114" dated 8/28/35. On file at the 
New Mexico State Highway and Transportation Department, Records 
Control Unit of Records Management, Santa Fe.



Rt. 66: Montoya to Cuervo 
N«M of Property

Quay, Guadalupe, NM 
County and SM

Aolwg* of Property.
246 acres

Um neferonccs
(Ptooo additional UTM ratoroncos on a continuation iheat.)

1 lliU l5|8,415,5,01 13,818,314,0,01
zona Easlino Northing

2 ii t'^1 Ul7ii Uifiicl HiRlfiiilnt6iol

VMmI Boundary Paacriptlon
(p^rtba lha boundartaa of «w property on a ooMinualion shaelj 

Boundary Justification
fEapWn tahy Sw boundartaa wara tafaefod on a ooniinuation ahaat.)

aLU PI&.3|8,4P1 P.8f8.0|0.0.0| 
zona Eaaiing Northing

4 I 1i 3i N ^ /I 5 3 d b 18 |7 ,6 l8 ,7 ,0 1
□ Saa ooniinualion ahaal

11. Form Proparod By

David J. Kanmer, Ph.D.

organizaiion. contract historian August, 1996
gfraef A numhef 521 Aliso Dr. HE (505) 266-0586

dtyoftown Albuquerque NM zip coda 87108

AddMofMl Documentation
8ubmK tw foMcnrtng Noma with the compieted form: 

Continuation Stwets

A map (7.5 or 15 minute series) incficating the property's localion.

A Sketch map for Nstoric districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resouroes.

Representative Mack and twhite photographs of the property. 

AddWotwl kerns
tChaok wWi lha 8HPO or FPO lor any additional llamai

Property Owner
(CowpleN ihia ham at lha raquaal of SHPO or FPO.) 

name___________________________

street & number. 

dty w town___

telephone

stale. zip code

Paparwofti narhirllon Act Stalaiweiil: Ttila Mormalion ia baing ooSaclad lor appScabona lo lha NaSonal Raglalar of HMixIc Plan propatSaa lor Ming or dalaniiina aiikeKy lor Ming, lo M propartiaa, and lo amend existing f atinga. Raaponae to ttiia raquaal la raqUrad to oOlato 
a banaM in acoordanoa wMh Sw NalionN Hiatortc Praaarvalion Act. aa wnandad (16 U S C. 470 at aaq ).

Eatiroalad Burden Stalamant: Public reporting burden lor ihia lonn la eabmalad to average 18.1 hours par raaponae Including lima tor reviewing 
inalrucliorm, gathering arto maintaining difa, and oompMing and ravlawing lha term. Oiraci oommanis regarding this burden eaSmato or any aapaU 
of ids farm to toe Chiof, AdmWalraiiva Sarvioos OMaion. NaiionsI Path Sanrioe. P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office ol 
Managamani arto Budget, Piparwork Reductions Profectt (1024-0018). Washington. OC 20S03.
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Verbal Boundary Description

66 through NM

This property is 20.3 miles long. The east end lies at the 
junction of the frontage road and the eastbound exit ramp of 1-40 
at the Montoya interchange, and the west end lies at the junction 
of the frontage road and the westbound exit ramp of 1-40 at the 
Cuervo interchange. The sides are defined by a corridor extending 
fifty feet on each side of the road's centerline, marking a right 
of way of 100 feet, a minimum width used by the State Highway 
Department during the 1930s.

Boundary Justification
The boundary includes the entire parcel historically associated 
with this section of Route 66.
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SOTpLBIBIITARY LZ8TIM0 KSCOIU)

NBZ8 aefercnee « 97001395 Date l.lBt«dt 11/19/97

Rte. 66, St. Maintained, Montoya-Cuervo, Quay Co. 
Property weiee County

NM
State

Route 66 Through New Mexico MPS
Multiple HBM

Tlila property la listed in the National Register oC Bistorio 
Places in accordanoe with the attached nomination docusien tat ion 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or aaendaents, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification Included 
in the next!nation documentation.

Signature of the Keeper uiTof^actim

ztasM in Ncadnatlont

Criteria Consideration G should be checked.

This information was confirmed with Mary Ann Anders of the NM 
SHPO.

DZSTRZBUTZONt
Itational Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

Rte. 66, State maintained from Montoya to Cuervo 

Route 66 in New Mexico MPS

STATE & COUNTY: NEW MEXICO, Quay

DATE RECEIVED: 10/10/97
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 11/07/97
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 97001395

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 10/22/97
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 11/24/97

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
OTHER: N PDIL: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N

PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL:

COMMENT WAIVER: N

^ACCEPT ______ RETURN
ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

REJECT

Y
N
N

DATE

RECOM. /CRITERIA 

REVIEWER

TELEPHONE

DISCIPLINE
DATE jJml<il

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR^^^














